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1. Introduction

Air pollution has become a serious environmental issue in recent years (Nguyen et al.,
2024). The impact of air pollution is severe on health, economy, and environment
(Tewodros, 2024). With increasing urbanization and development across the globe, air
pollution’s repercussions affect millions of people and several natural ecosystems (Ferdous &
Khatun, 2020). The primary media, especially The New York Times, is of central importance
to how this topic is defined within public perception and, consequently, public policy (Nabi,
2024). The study seeks to investigate The New York Times’ coverage of air pollution to
identify if there are differences within coverage and what this means further. The media act
as gatekeepers, determining how issues receive coverage and importance (Nabi, 2023).
Agenda setting, a concept developed by McCombs and Shaw (1972), indicates media function
beyond informing. Basically, media influence how people conceptualize issues and can create
a biased perspective on issues. The impact of this is crucial, especially within environmental
communications, focusing on immediate issues, solutions, and efforts of institutions and
individuals (Mokoena & Nkosi, 2024; Ferdous & Khatun, 2020). However, media’s lack of

Copyright © 2025 Authors. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 103
International License (http://creativecommons.org/licences/by-sa/4.0/)



https://doi.org/10.20885/asjmc.vol9.iss2.art2
http://creativecommons.org/licences/by-sa/4.0/

Volume 9, Number 1, 2025, 103-121

full coverage, lack of information within specific issues, or visual biases can contribute to a
lack of public interest and a lack of apparent reason within policymaking (Bohr, 2020;
Vikstrom et al., 2023).

Despite the notoriety and seriousness of the problem, air pollution shares the
headlines with other news stories. It has been found that the media brings out stories
surrounding health crises and disasters, but fails to draw enough attention to health-related
policy and solutions (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020; Mayer, 2012). These studies illustrate that
stories of health and crises predominate in environmental journalism, and that this can come
at the expense of more prolonged consideration of mechanisms of policy and community-
level responses. Ramondt and Ramirez (2020) illustrate that precaution and solution-
focused reporting happens less often compared to threat-focused narratives of air pollution
risk, hindering audiences’ understanding of air pollution solutions. Mayer (2012) finds that a
lack of consistent descriptions of solutions lessens public understanding and relevance of
policy. This body of research collectively points to a lack of balanced consideration of
consequence reporting in relation to processes of governance and solutions of concern.

In fact, it can be assumed that such disproportion in media can influence the
perception of the people and can create a situation of urgency in the absence of required
policies to resolve the problem. In addition, there is a bias seen in the media over the entire
world; media attaches importance to the environment of developed nations, whereas the
environment of developing nations is of less importance (Vu et al., 2019). This study has
discussed The New York Times reporting of air pollution. The reporting has been analyzed
for a period of three months, and the method of content analysis, based on agenda-setting
theory, has been applied for this task. The purpose of this article is to highlight the coverage
of this problem, the major ideas and concepts described, the scope of policies, and the
geography of media reporting.

This research is different from other studies in the following ways: First, while other
studies might examine the coverage of air pollution in different media sources, this study
examines the coverage within a smaller time frame, which enables it to identify how
environmental concerns are framed in the contemporary time frame. Second, this study
examines the coverage in relation to environmental concerns in general, while other studies
might examine in relation to other environmental concerns, which enables this study to
examine the agenda-setting role of air pollution in relation to other environmental concerns
individually. Lastly, since this study examines the agenda-setting role of The New York
Times, which is one of the most influential international newspapers, it enables this study to
examine not only how environmental concerns are framed for American citizens but also
international citizens who read this newspaper for environmental information.

The New York Times is a United States newspaper, but it reaches readers around the
world. For that reason, the way it presents air pollution also matters for international
audiences who rely on the paper as a window into environmental problems and policy
debates.

To fulfill the aims of the paper, the paper will answer the following research questions:

RQ1: How have the frequency and prominence of air pollution coverage in The New York
Times changed over time?

RQ2: What are the dominant themes and frames used in The New York Times to portray
the issue of air pollution?

RQ3: To what extent does The New York Times coverage of air pollution discuss policy

104



Aydogdy Berdimuratov, Framing Air Pollution: Analyzing Coverage,
Themes, and Policy Discourse in the New York Times

solutions and the role of different actors (government, industry, individuals) in
addressing the problem?

RQ4: Does the geographic focus of air pollution coverage in The New York Times reflect
the global distribution of the problem, or are there biases in reporting?

2. Literature Review

Environmental communication refers to a communication realm that pertains to the
concept related to how people discuss environmental information (Nguyen et al., 2024). This
type of communication pertains to how environmental perception shapes the
communication process from humans to the environment (Bohr, 2020). It entails the
dissemination of information related to environments (Vu et al., 2019; Nabi & Ferdous,
2025). It has a focus related to how human behaviors interact with the non-human world
(Griffin & Dunwoody, 2015; Wilkins et al., 2018). A study, Ramondt & Ramirez (2020),
examines how newspapers report framing about air pollution. The researcher deduces a
massive concentration on threats in 39.9% rather than solutions in 7.6% reports (Ramondt &
Ramirez, 2020). Furthermore, this study also deduces extreme dependence on government
sources (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020). The study outcomes deduce huge gaps regarding the
level of comprehensiveness (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020). The study highlights the need for
well-structured environmental reporting, linking reports about threats and solutions for
maximum mass involvement in environmental concerns (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020).
Correspondingly, another researcher, Forouzanfar et al., (2015), examines severe
ramifications caused by air pollutants. It is estimated that 5.5 million deaths arise due to
environmental distortions, in addition to 141.5 daily disability-adjusted life years
(Forouzanfar et al., 2015). This study, like other studies, mentions the need for thorough
environmental reports in order to deduce regional disparities within environmental health
risks associated with other sources (Forouzanfar et al., 2015). Conversely, Mayer (2012)
examines inconsistencies in newspaper reporting related to environmental links within air
pollution, linked to cases of asthmatic anomalies in humans. Notwithstanding increases in
newspaper reports, Mayer (2012) discovers that newspapers lack consistent reports related
to the essential link within health ramifications due to environmental distortion in air
(Mayer, 2012). Such inconsistencies, discovered in Mayer (2012), can decrease mass
awareness regarding environmental distortions in the mass media in addition to hindering
formulation regarding policies related to environmental distortions in mass media
communication.

Agenda-setting theory is the most frequently utilized theory to identify the media
frames and issues (Ferdous & Khatun, 2020, Masud-Un-Nabi, 2021). Agenda-setting theory,
proposed by McCombs and Shaw (1972), revolves around the issue of how to frame issues
and set an agenda among the people. Notably, the media also affect each other (Golan, 2006,
Masud-Un-Nabi, 2021). These interactions form the concept of intermedia agenda setting,
which assesses the spread of news from various media channels (Harder et al., 2017). Media
channels, such as The New York Times, Washington Post, and BBC, set an agenda among
other media to focus on the issues (Mathes & Pfetsch, 1991). Agenda-setting theory is
explored through the interactions of social media networks and traditional media (Matei et
al., 2021). The study explores the search patterns during the drought occurrences from the
years 2013 to 2015 in the California states of the United States. Notably, this study revealed
that Twitter quickly informs the states’ drought conditions, while the media coverage is
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dependent on the search patterns from the google search engines (Matei et al., 2021).
Notably, the case study emphasizes the influence of search patterns that produce an agenda
among the social media and the media to report, irrespective of whether the issue is related
to the environment (Matei et al., 2021). In the European media study, Vikstrom et al., (2023)
utilized the theory to identify the media coverage related to the climate policy from the years
2015 to 2020, considering the media from the country of Finland. Agenda-setting theory
identified that the media from the country of Finland primarily utilized an economic frame
to frame the issues related to climate but then broadened the topics to cover various issues.
Notably, this theory is related to the aspect that media influences the public to receive the
perception and the priorities related to policy issues. Notably, the media still focuses on the
economic frame, particularly when considering the government resources (Vikstrom et al.,
2023). The case study also proves the second level of the agenda-setting concept, particularly
the hypotheses, stories, and the media guideline that focuses on the climate change issues
among the media members (Vikstrom et al., 2023). In the scenario, the media alters the
debate regarding the policy issues (Vikstrom et al., 2023).

Agenda setting and social constructivism can be used together to describe the process
by which the press establishes what constitutes an environmental problem and how they
communicate this to society. Berger and Luckmann (1966) described that social realities can
be created by shared meanings that can be reproduced by institutions. This process of
constructing realities in the case of environmental issues can be seen in the process by which
a newspaper like The New York Times places greater emphasis on some factors and agents
over others (Hannigan, 2006). This establishing of emphasis is not a reflection of reality;
instead, it is also involved in defining what constitutes a serious problem and what a possible
solution might be among society.

Content analysis is a methodical procedure which is utilized in finding the patterns of
media coverage (Ferdous, 2023). For example, this research methodology can deduce how
news reports are helpful in understanding how people display environmental awareness and
activity. Most importantly, this methodology studies how things are presented in media
reports. Furthermore, this methodology ensures reliability through methods, for example,
integrated agreement, enhancing the consistency of results (Vourvachis & Woodward, 2015).
Hase et al. (2021) utilize content analysis in order to study climate change media reports in
10 different countries from 2006 to 2018. The researcher studies an enormous data
collection involving 71674 reports in the media. When it comes to analysis, this study utilizes
panel analysis in order to interpret the changes in media attention as well as deduce factors,
for example, politics, scientific events in climate reports. The automated analysis enables one
to illustrate effective signals of frequent themes, especially focusing on the social element in
climate changes (Hase et al., 2021; Ferdous, 2025). Similarly, Vu et al. (2019) did a content
analysis comparison study involving 45 countries in media reports on climate changes. The
study deduces seven framing methods, among which international relations and the effect
are most frequent (Vu et al., 2019). This study discovers how reports in media are affected by
a country’s economic condition, environmental circumstances, and governance system. It is
essential to acknowledge that developed countries display climate reports within the country,
so it relates to internal politics, sciences, while developing nations display international
relations as well as how they are affected by extreme climate changes, which are supported
through external aid welfare (Vu et al., 2019; James, 2025). Moreover, this study revealed
that factors, for example, GDP, CO2 emission, exercise substantial effect in influencing these
frameworks (Vu et al., 2019). Unlike Hase et al. (2021) who concentrated on the social
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element, this study discovers economic, international aspects as basic factors, which portrays
variance in themes practiced.

Bohr (2020) makes another contribution to the understanding of climate change
coverage. It also analyzed a large body of data consisting of over 78,000 articles in 52 US
newspapers. It examined the study from the perspective of geographical, political, and
circulation variables. Then, the application of topic modeling by Bohr (2020) helps in
shedding light on generic subject matters, including climate intervention and climate
denialism. It is observed how regional prejudice and variables act as a determinant in media
coverage. Similarly, the author’s use of content analysis sheds light on the significance of
content analysis in the study of environmental media coverage. In this case, rather than the
study by Vu et al. (2019), the study by Matejova (2023) introduces a fresh element to the
data by focusing on media coverage in three major environmental disasters, namely the 2014
Mount Polley Mine spill, the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil spill, and the 2011 Fukushima
Nuclear disaster. By using the case study of content analysis, the study by Matejova (2023)
analyses the coverage of political elements in the three disasters, pointing out the main point
of media coverage in the disasters. It is observed in the study how the media coverage of the
disasters had a remarkable effect on the public’s opinion of the disasters. It may be inferred
in the study that the study by Matejova (2023) introduces a refreshing element to the study
by concentrating on three disasters, unlike the other studies, including the study by Hase et
al. (2021) and the study by Bohr (2020).

A number of studies have focused on The New York Times and the way it covers
issues of the environment, which provides valuable context for our current analysis. Boykoff
and Boykoff, for example, have demonstrated through their work published in 2004 that
even influential newspapers such as The New York Times tend to function under balance
standards, which may interfere with the way science is interpreted on issues of the
environment. Schmidt, et al., further stressed through their work published in 2013 that
news about climate issues, as interpreted by influential newspapers, is vital in defining global
climate agendas through issue and frame building processes. From a New York Times
perspective, Congdon et al. validated through their work published in 2020 that the way The
New York Times covered the issue of the water crisis of Flint focused on government failure
and almost nothing on issues of climate injustice on the communities concerned. Wetts
further, through work published in 2020, revealed that news on corporations tends to get
more attention on climate issues, thus defining climate policy through sourcing practices.

3. Methodology

In this paper the researcher has employed content analysis as the primary method.
The research builds on agenda-setting theory. The researcher used this framework to explore
how media coverage structures issue salience, frames interpretation, and sets the agenda for
public discussion of environmental issues, particularly air pollution (Hase et al. 2021;
McCombs and Shaw 1972). Content analysis does not measure audience attitudes directly,
but it provides systematic evidence of the themes, frames, and emphases that media present
to audiences, which are central mechanisms in agenda setting processes (Berkowitz & Liu,
2016). This paper includes mixed content analysis as methodology. There is utilization of
both analysis types by the author to get deeper insights regarding selected articles. There is
use of content analysis as method and only method for this paper because this method
includes examining news in texts in a systematic manner, particularly in relation to news
(Vourvachis and Woodward, 2015). There is utilization of this method as it provides effective
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means of analysis and interpretation by researchers regarding media coverage of specific
issues (Columbia Public Health, 2023). For the scope and analysis of this paper, the articles
chosen from the New York Times are a total of 53 pieces that specifically pertain to air
pollution. This selection allows the researcher to specifically and thoroughly study how the
issue of air pollution is covered within the context of a major newspaper such as the New
York Times. The data from the articles is collected by the researcher visiting the website from
the New York Times and searching it using the keyword “air pollution.” For the scope and
analysis of this paper, the keyword is specifically air pollution, and no other details or
specifications were given. The selection that the researcher had chosen is from July 1st,
2024, until September 30th, 2024. These three months were chosen because they provide a
recent perspective on the state of air pollution issues that tend to emerge within many
regions in the course of the hotter months within the Northern Hemisphere due to heat-
driven issues, ozone, and smoke levels.

Meanwhile, this period also saw heightened levels of ozone, heat-related pollution,
and smoke from wildfires, and such occurrences usually garner attention in the media
regarding air quality concerns. Therefore, the choice of this period for the analysis allows the
phenomenon of air pollution to be framed within a context where the levels of concern for
the environment and health within the media are high. The criteria for choosing the 53
articles include reports, editorials, and opinion articles. It can be seen that the sampling
under consideration encompasses a complete scenario in terms of air pollution reporting.
The New York Times has been chosen for its established agenda-setting power and its broad
reach in influencing policymakers and international community members in addition to
opinion leaders. Studies have found that publication in mainstream dailies has played a role
in influencing the framing of environmental issues in the subsequent discourse within other
forms of media and in public gatherings. It is abundantly clear that the New York Times has
historically covered and continues to reference and refer to environmental and climate-
related news in various other news sources historically and continues to be a premier
agenda-setting publication in its pursuit of this practice (Nabi, 2024).

To conduct an organized analysis, it is necessary that the coding sheet is prepared on
the basis of themes and objectives of the analysis. The coding categories were designed in
synchronization with the four research questions and on the basis of previous studies
regarding coverage of air pollution stories and environmental framing (Ramondt & Ramirez,
2020; Vu et al., 2019). The coding sheet is first piloted on selected articles and made clearer
by the researcher before coding the complete data, as is suggested by Naeem et al. (2023)
that the step-by-step process should be followed by researchers while performing qualitative
coding. The researcher manually coded each selected article without using any statistical
software package. The process entails close analysis by the researcher while carefully reading
the selected articles in order to determine patterns and themes. The process involved making
note of pertinent points and arranging information into categories such as the number of
times it appeared, the different forms it took, the appearance of policy solutions, and
geographic focus. Manual coding is usually preferred when there is a need to meticulously
analyze the data concerning tone, indicator of framing cues, and emphasis on the issue
(Ferdous, 2025). Manual coding involves interpretive judgment, particularly in identifying
themes and frames, which introduces the possibility of subjectivity. In content analysis, the
use of multiple coders and intercoder reliability testing is commonly recommended to reduce
individual bias and enhance reliability. In this study, coding was conducted by a single
researcher, which allowed for consistent application of categories but limited the ability to
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formally assess intercoder reliability. To address this limitation, the coding scheme was
carefully developed based on prior studies, piloted on a subset of articles, and applied
systematically across the full sample. This approach does not eliminate subjectivity, but it
follows established qualitative content analysis practices.

This study is based on the agenda-setting theory, which states that the mass media
not only shape the thoughts that audiences think about, but also determine how they think
about those topics (McCombs, 2001). Besides agenda-setting, another theoretical framework
of significance in this research is the framing theory. This theory tries to explain how news
acts as a medium in pointing to specific aspects of a story while shedding less light on other
aspects in order to construct a specific interpretation of the phenomenon and solutions to
the problems (Entman, 1993; Gamson & Modigliani, 1989). This can indicate solutions and
moral judgments in framing and is of significance within the context of studying news that
provides a larger framework that encompasses something more than the mere presence of a
story in news and has aspects of importance in controlling specific aspects of the story
(Entman, 1993). This serves as a complement to agenda-setting in this research and
contributes greatly because this framework not only refers to what is being placed in the
news agenda but how it is placed in this agenda (Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Together, agenda
setting and framing provide a strong framework for examining how air pollution is
prioritized, interpreted, and contextualized in The New York Times coverage. These theories
are very relevant and applicable when examining the media coverage of air pollution because
it will enable the researcher to investigate the influence of media highlighting specific topics
on public discussion and decision-making (Matei et al., 2021). Through this theory, the
research will be able to interpret how public awareness and opinion are influenced by the
coverage of air pollution by the New York Times.

4. Results

4.1. Frequency and Prominence of Coverage

For answering the first research question, the investigator aimed to determine the
number and intensity of air pollution articles in the New York Times. The process began with
examining the number of articles published in each month, which showed variability in the
number of articles published. As indicated in Table 1, there is a total of 53 articles throughout
the three-month period. Based on the division of articles by month, there is a significant rise
in the number of articles, especially in September 2024, where there is a record of 23 articles
published, which shows the highest number of articles in three months. Conversely, there is
a drop in articles inAugust 2024, where only 11 articles have been recorded. July 2024
registers a moderate number with 19 articles published.

Table 1
Frequency and Prominence of Article by Month
Month Number of Prominence (Front Page, Section Header,
Articles General Section)
July 2024 19 3 Front Page, 5 Section Header, 11 General Section
August 2024 11 1 Front Page, 3 Section Header, 7 General Section
September 23 4 Front Page, 5 Section Header, 14 General Section
2024
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Total 53 8 Front Page, 13 Section Header, 32 General
Section

The visibility of articles was also varying unexpectedly over the three months. In July,
there was a visible number of articles, considering three were on the front page, while 5 were
marked as section headers. Notably, this number shows a beginning focus on the issue,
perhaps heightened public attention, or significance. Conversely, this visibility was low in
August, where only 1 article was considered of sufficient significance to make a front-page
report. Perhaps this signifies a falling public interest or public attention to this issue.
Conversely, it is crucial to acknowledge that there was an increase in the number of articles,
which became significant. Notably, this is because 4 articles were posted on the front page.
In addition, there was a visible number of section head articles, standing at 5, as well as 14
within the general sections. Significantly, this signifies a commitment to regain public
attention to this issue. Perhaps this signifies a dynamic relationship between public
attention, editorial opinion, and issues evolving around issues of public concern.
Significantly, this cumulative depiction of information signifies a clear indication of a visible
article within the context of this period. Specifically, this signifies a total of 8 articles posted
on the front page. Perhaps this signifies approximately 15% of articles posted had maximum
visibility, a crucial contributor to comprehending media influence on public awareness.
Conversely, there were 13 section head articles, contributing approximately 25% of a crucial
depiction to a clear indication of media attention to this issue. Perhaps, a crucial number of
articles, 32, standing within a depiction of a general section, signifies a clear indication of a
topic of media attention, where a crucial depiction of issues, potentially, reaches a crucial
number of people of maximum standing.

4.2. Dominant Themes and Frames

For the second research question, the researcher aimed to discover the themes and
frames that have been predominantly employed within the New York Times to frame air
pollution. To offer some insight into how these frames can be realized in practice, there were
some crisis framed articles whose language tended to focus on threats related to health, with
very few corresponding explanations related to policies being presented. Compared to this,
there were few solution framed articles whose language was oriented towards government
policies or technological solutions, but very few related explanations were presented in these
cases as well. The information derived from this analysis helped to shape discourse regarding
awareness and implications for policy and overall narrative associated with concerns for the
environment. As evident from Table 2, there are focal points discussed within the discourse
of air pollution and overall concerns manifest through the media.
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Table 2
Dominant Themes in Air Pollution Coverage
Theme Frequency (n=53) Examples of Coverage
Health effects 16 Articles discussing respiratory issues,
public health warning, etc.
Environmental impact 14 Reports on ecosystem damage and
climate change linkage
Economic impact 11 Discussions on the economic costs of
air pollution
Policy issue 8 Coverage of legislation, initiatives,
and governmental responses
Scientific findings 4 Studies and reports highlighting

recent research on air quality

The examination of the dominant themes indicates that the theme of health effects
received the highest attention and appeared in 16 articles. The prominence of health effects
highlights the media’s preoccupation with the direct consequences of air pollution on the
health of the population, especially regarding respiratory ailments. The domination of
health-oriented articles in the media indicates a heightened level of influence of air quality
on sensitive groups, which could be responsible for stirring community interest and shaping
policy agendas. The theme of environmental impact came second and received attention in
14 articles, covering issues such as the impact of air pollution on the environment and
connections to climate change. The theme of environmental impact indicates a level of
attention beyond the specific community health concerns and focuses on the health of the
entire ecosystem, impacted by air pollution. The media attention to the theme of
environmental impact could be seen as efforts to enlighten citizens on the relationship
between air quality and climate change, promoting a wider understanding of the
consequences of pollution.

Economic effects of air pollution were evident in 11 articles, which dealt with
economic costs involved in air pollution in terms of health care costs and economic loss due
to reduced air quality. This topic reflects the fact that tackling air pollution demands
consideration of multiple aspects of this problem, including both health and economic
aspects. By addressing economic effects, media may reach a broader audience, specifically
policymakers who are more concerned with economic issues. Topics related to policies were
discussed in 8 articles, which reveal an understanding of the fact that addressing air
pollution also demands action through policies and initiatives on the part of the government.
This topic reflects that along with creating awareness about air pollution in the general
population, media also participates in the debate of policies regarding environmental issues.

Finally, the publication of scientific findings was represented in 4 articles,
emphasizing the role of sharing scientific findings about air quality and its implications.
Although this theme was not as ubiquitous as other themes, sharing scientific findings about
air quality and its implications highlights the role of the media in publishing scientific
findings. By publishing scientific findings about air quality and its implications, the media
can play a major role in improving air quality. In addition to the major themes identified in
this research, there were other methods of using these themes to create a narrative about air
quality. Table 3 shows the frames used in the articles, explaining the extent to which each of
these frames contributes to the narrative.
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Table 3
Frames Used in Air Pollution Coverage
Frame Frequency (n=53)

Crisis Frame 23

Solution Frame 7

Economic Frame 12

Information Frame 10

Moral/Responsibility Frame 1

The crisis frame surfaced as the most dominant frame, where it appeared in 23
articles. Notably, this framing technique presents air pollution as a drastic and severe
situation that needs instant remedies and actions. Therefore, the dominance of this crisis
frame in articles indicates that there is effective coverage of public concerns over air
pollution by the media. The economic frame appeared in 12 articles, meaning that air
pollution is, in most instances, linked with economical concerns and factors. Interestingly,
this frame fits well with the above-discussed economical impacts theme, which reinforces
that economic implications constitute critical dimensions of air pollution debates and
conversations. The informational frame appeared in 10 articles, where it offered vital
information and statistics regarding air pollution to equip readers with insightful
information and information, which, in turn, improves public perceptions and
understanding of air pollution issues, accompanied by the crisis frame that emphasizes
drastic situations and drastic measures and actions needed in air pollution contexts and
circumstances. The solution frame appeared in only 7 articles, meaning that even as media
recognizes and understands that there is a need for remedies and solutions regarding air
pollution, there is some bias and overemphasis on air pollution problems and issues. Finally,
and interestingly, the moral/responsibility frame appeared in only one article, which
emphasizes and discusses moral concerns and dimensions in air pollution and reinforces
that there is, in fact, some social and moral and civic obligation and need regarding proper
environmental concerns and issues.

4.3. Policy Solutions and Actor Roles

For the third research question, the researcher wanted to find out the extent to which
The New York Times coverage of air pollution discussed policy solutions and the role of
different actors (government, industry, individuals, and NGOs) in addressing the problem.
The results show that the coverage was quite comprehensive regarding the issue of solutions,
highlighted in the data in table 4. Table 4 above illustrates the number and types of actors
involved, which helps clarify the influence level and responsibility with respect to addressing
these very important issues. Of the 53 articles, only 8 featured direct mentions of policy
solutions. The extreme gap between the two sets of mentions draws attention to the
prevailing theme, whereby most mentions, 45, did not address policy solution discussions,
for the most part ignoring the issue altogether. The absence thereof is problematic because it
hampers the discussion on the topic among the public and the government concerning
possible mitigations for environmental issues.
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Table 4
Coverage of Policy Solution and Actor Roles
Policy discussion | Frequency (n=53) Actor Types Involvement (n=53)
Mentioned 8 Government (2), Industry 4, Individual
(1), NGOs (1)
Not Mentioned 45

The results show that when policy solution is raised, the level of participation of
different actors is relatively low. In this case, the data shows that government actors were
mentioned twice while industry actors contributed four to the discussion. Moreover,
participation by individuals as well as non-governmental organizations was acknowledged. It
is evident that a level of representation of involvement by stakeholders has been portrayed.
The level is dominated by industry actors. It may likely convey to the audience that there is a
limitation in incorporating the complexities of issues regarding environment management.
The low level of discussion on policy solutions is a crucial aspect that has been overlooked
within the discussion environment issues. As a result, the discussion has likely lacked
providing necessary information to stakeholders to facilitate informed participation and
engagement. The discussion of policy solutions plays a critical role within an informed
discussion on the environment since it has the capacity to promote different actors to come
up and address different environment issues together. The dominance of industry
representation within the conversations raises several points regarding the driving forces
within the coverage. The presence of a relatively high level of industry representation, in
comparison to government and civil society representation, could be a reflection within the
bias present in the way environmental stories are constructed. It could be a reflection of the
dominance of industry voices, within which the primary focus is placed on economical
concerns, instead of ecological. It could result in a lack of holistic development within
policies, in the way they fail to consider the input of all concerned voices, specifically within
government and civil society, who could potentially provide valuable insight within the study
of sustainability. It is observed within the findings that the lack of representation for both
NGOs and individuals within the conversations is a reflection of a potential opportunity
within the inclusion of voices for grassroots and community voices within environmental
conversations.

The low representation within the findings is a reflection of a necessity for their
inclusion within media conversations, particularly for the way they could provide a holistic
view through their experiences and perspectives, within a manner that could uniquely
provide a wealth of information for the study of sustainability. Additionally, the presence of a
missing conversation within the inclusion of policies within the findings, in the way policies
were excluded for the first 45 instances, is a reflection within a potential gap within the
coverage for solutions. The potential gap could be a reflection within the tendency for media
sources to cover more on the negative presentation within the reporting of environmental
issues, specifically within a context within they often ignore the potential for remedying
issues. It could result within a narrative within the presentation, within the way the media
could be perpetuating a lack within the potential for a solution within the public, specifically
within a context within they could be presented with a warranted belief within the way
environmental issues could never be solved.
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4.4. Geographic Focus of Coverage
For the 4th research question, the researcher wanted to find out the geographic focus
of air pollution coverage in the New York Times. As shown in Table 5, the geographic focus of
the coverage is categorized into three main types: local, national, and international. The
frequency of each category is highlighted along with the breakdown of the specific regions
mentioned in the international coverage.

Table 5
Geographical Focus of Coverage
Geographical Focus Frequency(n=53) Region Mentioned
Local 10
National 25
International 18 Europe (10), Asia (5), Africa (3)

The findings reveal that national coverage occupies a dominant position in the
sample and accounts for 47.2% (n=25) of all articles that were analyzed. This dominant
position indicates that cases related to environment issues are largely portrayed from a
national perspective, possibly due to a high level of concern or importance attached to these
issues in the national setting. On a local level, coverage stands as the least dominant and
accounts for 18.9% (n=10) of all articles that were analyzed. This indicates a concern or
importance question regarding attention given to issues related to the environment from a
local perspective that could be vital or fundamental in localizing activities and decision-
making in this setting. International coverage occupies a vital 34% (n=18) position in this
analysis and highlights a macro or global perspective regarding issues related to
environment in this sample. From this position, Europe stands as the dominant geographical
position that has been featured in 10 articles in this study. This preference in selecting a
setting that highlights environment issues in this sample could be attributed to a proactive
stand that this geographical position takes regarding issues related to environment and
sustainability in this setting. The Asian setting comes in a distant second position that has
been featured in 5 articles. This suggests that there has been a preference or inclination
towards environment issues in this setting that has experienced rapid economic growth in
recent years. The African setting has been featured in this study in three articles.

The study highlights important observations about the geographic orientation of
environmental reporting. The predominance of national environmental reporting implies
that although international environmental issues exist, the environmental issues may be
communicated through channels that are more relevant and understandable to the local
audience. This could have negative implications for the local environmental issues that often
play a pivotal role in mobilizing local support and action. The inadequate reporting of local
environmental issues may impair awareness and subsequent action at the local level, which
are most deeply affected by environmental shifts. Moreover, the orientation towards
international reporting, especially between Europe, may relate to environmental biases that
often target regions that boast sophisticated environmental policies and projects. This may
inadvertently cultivate a perception that local environmental issues are not relevant to the
locale, which may be heavily beset with environmental issues that need urgent attention.
This important aspect should be addressed by the local media, which needs to include more
local environmental issues that are pertinent to grassroots and everyday life.
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5. Discussion

This study has important implications concerning the extent to which The New York
Times presents air pollution and its implications. Through the review of 53 articles published
within a period of three months, the research demonstrates the level of frequency and
prominence, dominant themes and frames, discussions on policies, and geographical focus.
Through the application of the framework of agenda-setting theory, there are important
implications that demonstrate how the narratives presented within The New York Times
interact with the discourse on public issues. There are fluctuations within the level of
frequency and prominence of the presentation of topics concerning air pollution that reach
distinct peaks and troughs within the period. The month of September 2024 had the most
prominent level of presentation through numerous articles published on the front page,
establishing a heightened level of interest and focus. This reflects the application of the
framework of agenda-setting theory that establishes that the prominence of issues within
mass media leads to heightened awareness and concern (McCombs and Shaw 1972). Yet, the
level of diminished presentation within the August period raises important considerations
concerning how mass media continues to draw focus to pertinent environmental issues that
may indicate a lowering of concern and focus within the public.

Analysis of the most frequently observed themes indicates an obvious prioritization
of themes related to health impact, followed by environmental and economic concerns. This
thematic pattern is also reflected in the existing body of literature, where health concerns
become given priority in the reporting of environmental issues (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020).
The dominant presentation of health-related themes would likely connect with an audience
on a personal or local level, prioritizing pragmatic consequences regarding air pollution. Yet,
the relative neglect of policy-based information impedes immediate applications in providing
concrete information or contextualization, as indicated by Mayer (2012). Results from
framing analyses confirm a strong preference for the usage of crisis-framing over solution-
based narratives. While the crisis frame contributes significantly to exposing the sense of
importance surrounding air pollution, a relative overemphasis upon the crisis frame may
inadvertently induce a perception of hopelessness amongst consumers, as indicated by Bohr
in related research on climate communication (Bohr, 2020). The relative neglect of solution
frames indicates an appropriate concern for media consolidation to also provide balanced
information respectively amid recommendations by Ramondt and Ramirez in related
literature concerning balanced climate reporting (Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020).

Policy issues were conspicuous by their absence, with only 15% of the articles
exploring possible solutions. Despite the media's critical outreach for public knowledge
building, the gap in the discussion on policy issues is glaring. Similarly, the overwhelming
presence of industry representatives sparked concerns regarding the likelihood of bias in
storyline framing. In parallel with the view posited by Vikstrom et al. (2023), the findings
showed the presence of the interests of the economy in the shaping of media stories on issues
related to the environment. Similarly, the prominence accorded to national and international
media stories, leaving the local aspect largely underemphasized, can be supported by the
view presented by Bohr (2020). Also, the findings corroborate the view presented by Vu et al.
(2019), indicating the phenomena wherein regions characterized by their defined policies
continue to unfairly hold the forces of discussion in the media.

The results obtained in the study have a number of implications for the media and
environmental issues. First, the dominance of crisis framing accompanied by a lack of
solution-oriented media coverage can define public perceptions in a way that does not enable
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active engagement. Although crisis framing is effective in emphasizing public concern,
excessive reliance on the same can result in compassion fatigue or the perception of the
challenge posed as insuperable (Ferdous & Khatun, 2020; Hase et al., 2021; Nabi & Ferdous,
2025). Adding more solution-oriented framing can enable active engagement among the
public through the dissemination of experiential knowledge. It is crucial here, for the sake of
argument, to assert that the study does not recommend the emergence of a New York Times-
style news media response in the public’s interest. Media practitioners have occupational
ethics entailing a central emphasis on the reporting of verifiable facts and immediate
occurrences. Adopting a perspective rooted in social constructivism, the resolution on
prioritizing problems, their resolution, and actors may continue to define public perceptions
on the issue of air pollution (Nabi, 2023). Second, the study draws special attention to the
call for a more balanced representation of actors participating in the discussion of public
policies. The dominance in the media reporting can lead, instead, to a biased view on public
opinion, heavily biased toward the prioritization of the economy rather than ecological and
other considerations. Media houses should always work toward giving a special emphasis on
raising the voices of the public, including groups, civil society associations, and individuals,
toward a holistic perspective on public governance.

Third, the extent to which local concerns for the environment are covered points to
the missed opportunity to engage the audience with localized narratives. Localized
journalism aims to identify the practical effects of air pollution, in addition to the role it
plays to promote the grassroots movements for policy change. Localized journalism is also
important for providing the much-needed intersection between the global concerns and the
practical lives of people, improving the engagement between the audience and the
environment. Lastly, the geographical risk imbalance between the European-based
narratives in global journalism points to the importance of providing more balance or aims
to address the need for more inclusive journalism, including more region-based narratives
with the goal of providing a more comprehensive understanding of global concerns related to
the environment. This is in line with the opinions presented by Vu et al. (2019) to provide
more localized contexts related to the environment, including socioeconomic factors.

Even as many results conform to previous research which indicated the prevalence of
crisis and health-oriented storytelling in the coverage of both environmental and air quality
issues, this research verifies and represents the applicability and relevance of these results
over a brief and contemporary timeframe in an influential publication (Mayer, 2012;
Ramondt & Ramirez, 2020). In relation to research which investigated the prevalence over
extended periods or across several sources, this research verifies the prevalence and
applicability of restricted discourse and visibility even over contemporary periods (Hase et
al., 2021; Schmidt et al., 2013; Vu et al., 2019). These research outcomes have identified the
concern regarding the benefit and prominence which may be offered to institutional and
economic interests over more general community insights regarding the framing and
presentation offered within the coverage and discourse in relation to environmental issues,
and the resultant impression and perception which may thereby emerge regarding the
governability and solvability of the issues identified (Wetts, 2020; Vikstrom et al., 2023).

6. Limitations of the Study

Despite its benefits, there are certain limitations to the study which need to be
considered. The study has only focused on the New York Times. This study may not be
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generalized to other publications and regions. Although The New York Times is the most
prominent and influential publication, the strategy of shaping or forming frames may not be
same for smaller publications or regional publications. The study has focused on a certain
period. This study may not capture long-term trends or changes. For example, the study
doesn't include the June 2023 situation of air quality alert in New York City that emerged
out due to Canadian wildfires. This study may not capture how frames during a period of
intense focus on a certain crisis are different or similar to frames during more normal
circumstances. This limitation may be removed by conducting study over a wider period of
time and observing patterns and trends over multiple years. This study is conducted through
manual coding. This may not be completely objective. Although certain attempts have been
made to ensure that there are consistent interpretations, the study lacks the usage of
automated coding and may not be completely reliable. Mixed research methods with
automation text research may increase validity. Finally, although the study has focused on a
very important topic related to the environmental topic, the study has focused on a single
topic. This study may not be generalized to other topics that are environmental and
journalism related. Although air pollution is a topic of great concern and has direct relevance
to the topic, the study may focus on various topics like scarcity of water resources,
deforestation, and adaptation to climate change.

~. Conclusion

The results of this study help reveal important trends in The New York Times’
coverage of air pollution with regard to opportunities in environmental communication. The
fact that the majority of the coverage is from a crisis perspective illustrates the importance of
media coverage in shaped informed attention toward pressing concerns, as well as the
problematic ramifications of audience entrenchment with helplessness media narratives
(Nabi, 2023). The relative lack of solution-driven coverage and engagement with policy-
driven solutions demonstrates a prospective deficiency with regard to empowering citizens
with regard to evidence-based informed policy. In addition, the relative overemphasis on
national and international views, with a special attention to views from Europe, casts a veil
over local views and voices with regard to narratives with a higher potential impact and
relevance toward local populations. The implications of these relative emphases toward
public understanding, policy-based engagement, and grassroots mobilization are vast. By
recording how a globally prominent United States-based newspaper published recent
coverage of air pollution, it is hoped that a starting point may be found with regard to
understanding internationally-related readings on air quality needs, threats, and
responsibility. The inclusion of varied voices, with an especial attention toward local voices
currently not suitably advocated, may establish a global perspective toward understanding
varied local issues with regard to more inclusive global narratives. The importance of
balanced media coverage goals toward a combination of crisis representation with solution-
driven coverage may enhance public agency with regard to an active discourse. The study
also seeks to explore restrictions with regard to study limitations. Because this study is
focused on a single newspaper source, a small time frame, with a sampling process reliant on
personal coding, it may establish a relative route toward future study needs. By including a
comprehensive scope reliant on varied newspaper sources with a prolonged time scope, a
prospective relative study-mapping through time may establish. Furthermore, future study
needs by inclusion with special regard toward varied environmental concerns, with a special
attention toward varied concerns like water limitation or climate-based adaptations.
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