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ABSTRACT: This study aims to determine the teacher's ability to write new prose short stories on 
making higher-order thinking Skills HOTS through in-house Training (IHT). This type of research is 
School Action Research (PTS) with a qualitative descriptive method conducted for two cycles. The 
sample in this study was 6 teachers at SD Negeri Banjarsari Samigaluh, Kulon Progo Regency. Data 
collection techniques in this study through observation and documentation. The results of the study 
showed an increase in the teacher's ability to write new prose, where in cycle I at the first meeting an 
average score of 68.33 was obtained; and in cycle II at the second meeting, an average value of 92.22 
was obtained. In writing HOTS questions by including new prose for cycle I at the first meeting an 
average value of 81.11 was obtained, while in cycle II for the second meeting, an average value was 
obtained of 86.22. In the implementation of IHT participants conducted an assessment of the resource 
person, where in the first cycle for the first meeting an average value of 78 was obtained in the 
"satisfactory" category, while in the second cycle for the second meeting, an average value was 
obtained of 90.10 in the "very satisfying" category. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Over time, education will continue to make changes in accordance with the demands of the times 
and the development of science and technology. Therefore education aims to prepare students to face 
various challenges in the world today and in the future, by creating an effective learning atmosphere [1]  

Effective learning is learning that focuses on students through the application of appropriate 
procedures. This statement implies that effective learning has two important things in its 
implementation, namely, the occurrence of teaching and learning in two directions from students and 
teachers and related to all actions taken by teachers during the teaching and learning process takes 
place [2]. Based on this statement, it can be concluded that the teacher plays an important role in 
creating effective learning. Therefore, teachers should be equipped with good pedagogic abilities. 

Pedagogical abilities include the teacher's ability to regulate students' learning process and the 
teacher's ability to optimally develop students' potential. It is intended that teachers can create effective 
learning and can direct participants during the learning process [3]. One subject that needs to be taught 
at the elementary school education level is Indonesian language lessons. This lesson is a formal subject 
that needs to be taught because Indonesian has a primary position in the life of the nation and state, 
especially the Indonesian state [4]. This is in line with the opinion put forward by Setiawan [5] in his 
research that efforts are being made to cultivate language skills by making Indonesian one of the 
lessons in formal education. Based on the opinions of these experts, it can be concluded that in addition 
to mastering pedagogic competencies, teachers also need to develop their abilities in writing, this is so 
that it can make it easier for teachers to maximize thematic learning, especially in making new 
prose/short stories. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://journal.uii.ac.id/IJCER/article/view/28269
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The prose is a definite disclosure of an event by describing all thoughts and feelings and is not bound 
by certain provisions in a literary work [6]. The prose is divided into two parts, namely new prose and 
old prose [7]. New prose is a type of prose whose writing style is influenced by foreign cultures. The 
rules in the new prose are not as binding as the old prose. This is because writing new prose provides 
more opportunities for writers to express their imaginations and ideas more freely and broadly [8]. 
Meanwhile, old prose is a literary work that has not been influenced by foreign culture. Old prose has 
characteristics including being static, traditional, and fantasy or imaginary [9]. 

However, currently, there are still many teachers who still experience difficulties in writing prose, 
especially in writing new prose. Banjarsari Public Elementary School, Samigaluh, Kulon Progo Regency 
is one of the educational institutions whose teachers experience difficulties in writing new prose short 
story types on Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) questions. The difficulties experienced by some of 
these teachers namely, the difficulty of finding ideas and ideas in writing prose, the difficulty in stringing 
words into a good sentence, arranging sentences into a paragraph, and the lack of knowledge of writing 
techniques. One way to overcome this problem is by implementing a training program that can improve 
teachers' ability to write prose. Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) questions are a process of thinking 
students at a higher cognitive level by developing various cognitive concepts and methods and learning 
taxonomies [10]. One of the training programs that can be applied is In-House Training (IHT). 

In-house training (IHT) is an activity that aims to improve teacher competence by utilizing all existing 
facilities and infrastructure in the school environment [11]. The implementation of In-House Training 
(IHT) aims to improve the quality of Human Resources (HR), improve teacher performance, create 
interaction between students, strengthen a sense of kinship and togetherness, and increase motivation 
and a continuous learning culture. Marwansyah [12] explains that IHT is carried out through three 
phases, namely the planning phase, the implementation process phase, and the training evaluation 
phase. 

Based on the description of the statement above, the researcher initiated to conduct research on 
teachers at SD Negeri Banjarsari, Samigaluh, Kulon Progo Regency through In House Training (IHT) 
activities to improve teachers' abilities in writing new prose short story types on HOTS questions. So, 
This study aims to determine the teacher's ability to write new prose short stories on making Higher 
Order Thinking Skills HOTS through in-House Training (IHT). 

 
METHODS 

This type of research is Classroom Action Research with qualitative descriptive methods conducted 
for two cycles. This research was conducted from September to December 2021. The sample in this 
study was 6 teachers at SD Negeri Banjarsari, Samigaluh consisting of 4 class teachers and 2 subject 
teachers. 

Data collection techniques in this study through observation and documentation. The documentation 
used in this study is data from the time of research at SD Negeri Banjarsari, Samigaluh as well as the 
teacher's completeness in carrying out the learning process in the form of pictures during the lesson. 
While collecting data using observation, researchers use observation sheets to observe learning 
activities such as the behavior of students who are assisted by colleagues as observers. Data analysis 
was carried out in this study by comparing the results obtained by researchers from researchers and 
teachers, where these results will be used as an illustration of the next action plan. Then the data 
analysis in this study was carried out by data reduction, data presentation, data meaning, and inference, 
using descriptive analysis to study the items on the results of the teacher's ability to write short stories 
consisting of 6 aspects each aspect was given the lowest score 2 and the highest 4 total maximum 
score of 24.  

 
TABLE 1. Data interpretation 

Value Score range (%) Category 

1 0  < X ≤ 64  Not Enough 
2 65  <X ≤ 74  Enough 
3 75  < X ≤ 84  Good 
4 85  < X ≤ 100  Very Good 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The results of the first observation before the In-House Training activities were carried out on the 

research sample, the researcher obtained data that most of the teachers were still unable to write new 
short story-type prose as the basis for making HOTS questions. Observational data that researchers 
obtained related to the teacher's ability to write new prose short stories with 6 aspects which include: 
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1) use of plot or plot, 2) depiction of characters and characterizations, 3) description of the setting, 4) 
use of language style, 5) use point of view, 6) the theme of the story, as shown in Table 1. 

 
TABLE 2. Results of Pre-Research Observations on Teacher Ability in Writing New 

Prose (Short Stories) 

No. Identity 
Rated aspect Total 

score 
Final 
score 

Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Classroom Teacher 2 3 3 2 3 2 3 16 53.33 Not Enough 

2 Classroom Teacher 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 17 56.67 Not Enough 

3 Classroom Teacher 5 2 3 2 3 2 2 14 46.67 Not Enough 

4 Classroom Teacher 6 4 4 2 3 3 4 20 66.67 Enough 

5 Teacher of Physical 
Education, Sports, 
and Health 

3 2 3 3 2 3 16 53.33 Not Enough 

6 Teacher of Islamic 
Religious 

2 3 2 2 3 3 15 50.00 Not Enough 

Average Score 2.83 3.00 2.33 2.67 2.50 3.00 16.33 54.44 Not Enough 

 
Based on Table 2 above, it shows the average value of the teacher, there is one teacher in the 

"enough" category. So the researcher can conclude that based on the results of pre-research 
observations, Banjarsari, Samigaluh Public Elementary School teachers' ability to write new prose, and 
short story types in making HOTS questions, is relatively low. 

Furthermore, before carrying out the In-House Training (IHT) activities, the researcher planned 
several stages, including making an IHT implementation plan, media and learning resources to be used, 
and planning a pattern of steps and actions to be taken. This research was conducted in two cycles 
with each cycle consisting of two meetings, which means that IHT activities were carried out in 4 
meetings where at the end of each cycle product collection was carried out for reflection and 
improvement in the next cycle. The results in cycle I and cycle II are as follows: 
1. Improving the ability of teachers to write short stories through IHT activities  

Based on the data obtained from the results of the action for two cycles, the teacher's ability to write 
short stories showed a difference in a better direction. So it can be concluded that the application of 
IHT can improve the teacher's ability to write short stories. This is of course through the stages of 
training, mentoring, and well-programmed technical guidance able to improve the teacher's ability to 
write short stories. 

 
TABLE 3. Observations on the Improvement of Teachers' Ability to Write Short Stories through 

IHT Cycles I and II 

Activity 
The average score of the Aspect assessed Total 

score 
Final 
Score 

Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Cycle I 

1st Meeting 3.33 3.83 3.33 3.50 3.00 3.50 20.50 68.33 Not Enough 

2nd Meeting 4,33 4,00 4,00 3,67 4,00 4,33 24,33 81,11 Enough 

Cycle II 

1st Meeting 4.33 4.00 4.33 4.17 4.33 4.17 25.33 84.44 Good 

2nd Meeting 4.67 4.50 4.50 4.67 4.67 4.67 27.67 92.22 Very Good 

  
Based on Table 3 above, IHT activities it can improve the teacher's ability to write short stories from 

cycle I at the first meeting with an average score of 68.33 in the "less" category to cycle II for the second 
meeting with an average score of 92 .22 with the category of "very good". The increase in the average 
value from cycle I at the first meeting to cycle II at the second meeting was 28.89. 
2. Improving the ability of teachers to write HOTS questions using short stories through IHT 

activities 
The results of observations related to the teacher's ability to write HOTS questions by including new 

prose short story types show that the average score for each cycle has increased. In cycle I at the first 
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meeting, an average score of 81.11 was obtained. Whereas in cycle II at the second meeting, an 
average score of 86.22 was obtained. This shows that there was an increase of 5.11 from cycle I at the 
first meeting to cycle II at the second meeting. So it can be concluded that IHT has a positive impact on 
the teacher's ability to write HOTS questions. The increase in the average score is presented in more 
detail in Figure 1. 

 

 
 

FIGURE 1. Teacher's Ability to Write HOTS Questions Using Short Stories 
 

3. Increasing the Capacity of Resource Persons in Delivering IHT Material   
 

 
FIGURE 2. Resource Person's Ability in Delivering HOTS Question Writing Material by 

Using Short Stories 
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In IHT activities, resource persons or presenters have a very important role in the success of the 
participants in achieving the training objectives. Resource persons who are able to present the material 
well will certainly influence participants so that they are able to encourage participants to improve their 
abilities. The purpose of the resource person at this IHT activity is that the activities carried out are not 
boring, are able to motivate, master the material, and are able to present training in a fun way 

From the results of the actions taken during the two cycles, it was found that the informants were 
able to carry out their duties properly, even at the end of cycle II the category was very satisfying. The 
increase in the results of participants' assessment of resource persons can be presented in the form of 
Figure 2. 

Based on Figure 2 above, we can see that the assessment of informants from cycle I to cycle II 
carried out by participants has increased. In the first cycle of the first meeting, the participants rated the 
resource persons with an average score of 78 in the "satisfying" category, while in the second cycle of 
the 2nd meeting, the participants rated the resource persons with an average score of 90.10 in the "very 
satisfying" category. 

 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the research, it can be concluded that implementing In House Training (IHT) 
activities can improve the ability of SD Negeri Banjarsari teachers, Kapanewon Samigaluh, Kulon 
Progo Regency in writing new prose short story types in making higher order thinking questions 
(HOTS). 
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