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' ‘ ; ThJS study, drscusses the personahty change mﬂuenced by the past hfe in the antagomst
effectin the antagomst characte'r’ Lord Voldemort Itis always mterestmg to drscuss the effect of
the past experieri¢é which can'make a differénce to someone § charicter. Every pérson has its
own personalrty but the eﬂ'ect of’ the past life can make a big impact to his/ her personahty

[ (T ST T NS PP A S
< _ - This study IS almed to analyze what kmd of past life which affects the personahty of the
character Lord Voldemort. The psychological theory will;be used to, give, explanation about
personahty and changes of personahtles Furthermore, psychologrcal approach will be, used in
this study because personahty isoneof the aspects; of aperson;s psychology
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AIntroductlon o C e .

In life, we find that peop]e oﬂen are 1nﬂuenced by the1r past experience. There are many
criminals who are often profiled as having a terrible childhood that unconscmusly drives them
to corhmhit érimé. Most of these unhappy events inflience their personahty t6 bécome more evil.
Therefore, it is relevant to analyze the influence of past life on'someone's personality change
inside a novel. Inside it, there are many. interesting parts that can pull out the readers' attention.
One of the parts used to builda story in a novel is- character It is created to convey the author's
ideas and views through its work and actions. A novel is a hterary work in printed medra that
refleéts real life: The reflection of the story may offer beneﬁt towards thereaders.” - -

Furthermore, according to Eastmnan (1965 p- 23) in hrsA Guide to the Nove] flovelisa
fictional ‘account of life that is told-ini prose to give émotional and intellectual pléasureto its
readers. There is a plot inside it that can bring up a single-and completé change in the life of its
characters. J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is one example of a novel
that can give more pleasure, emotionally and intellectually, to the readers. It represents
Rowling's ideas that are reflected through the characters.

This paper will discuss the personality change of Voldemort in J.K. Rowling's Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2005). This is the sixth volume of the Harry Potter series. In
this volume, more information about Voldemort's past life is revealed in detail if compared to
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the previous ones. This paper would like to find out what past events that influence Voldemort's

personality to change from an orphan named Tom Marvollo Riddle to a wicked-evil dark
sorcerer. That is why the volume is chosen to discuss the personality change of Voldemort.
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B. CrltlcalandTheoretlcalApproaches S T R T A
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1. CrltlcalApproach ot e

¢ The approdch bemg uised in this study is the psychologlcal approach Itis proposed by
Rohrberger and Woods- (1971 pp 6-15) in'their book Readmg and Wrttmg about therature
This approach emphastzes ol hivmar psychology which inchides hiiman’ personahty

Furthermore ,according to Rohrberger and Woods (1971,}p 13) the psychologtcal
approach mvolves the effort to locate ‘and demopstrate certam recuxrent pattem human
psychology ThlS approach trles to ﬁnd the humau psychology such as human ] personahty in
the hterary work It emphamzes (Ot - human psychology, and beheves that human's creativity;
thought, behavior and other psychological aspects give a strong mﬂuence to the literary work:,
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2, TheorlesofCharacterandCharacterlzatlon» R N S Lt

Robert and J acobs (1989 p- 47) m cmtwn “An Introductron to Readmg and Wntmg
state that we must use otir kuowledge and: expenence as human bemg to make a _]udgment on ‘the’
quahtles 'of ‘the chéracters bemg revealed. They also" suggest character as not only bemg
analyzed physwallybut also mentally orpsycholo g1cally They explam

LAY T iy
. When you study character be sure to con51dcr physmal descnpuon, but also be sure to,

T _relate the physical to_the mental or psych_ologlca_l Suppose. your, author stresses the.
. neatness of one character and the sloppiness of another. Most likely, these descriptions
can be related to your character study The same also applies your ekaminatioh ofwhata

.....

R aboutthe cha:acter Alwaystxyto get fromthc outsxde to the inside, foriti isonthe 1n51de
i .uthatcharacterres1dcs(l989 p. 144). T T O S TN

Therefore, by examining thé phys1cal descnptlon of a character, wé can draw an
appreciation on the psychological state. of the' character: Go beyoud what is-appeared on the
outs:deandtxytoﬁndthepersonahtyofthecha:acter e T L S

quemng that dynamlc characters always change Perrme (1974 p 70) i in therature
Structure Sound and Sense claJms that the dynamlc oha:acters changmg is mﬂuenced by three

Loy

be. sufﬁc1ent1y motivated by the circhmstanicés in Which the Chatacter finds hlmself And the last
one is that it must be allowed sufficient time for a change of its magmtude behevably {o take
place. To sum up, a character may change ifit is possibleto make such chanigg, it is supported by
its environment, and it is given a sufficient period oftime to make the change.. , - -

. Tomake it easier to understand one's.character.in a novel; Murphy.(1972, pp. 161- 173)
in his Understanding Unseens, presents nine waysrto make the characters understandable. One
of thesg is past hfe which is through a person's past life; the author can give the reader a clue to
the events that have {o shape aperson Scharaétér, This can be done by direct commentby the
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author thréugh- the- person's- thought, through hlS conversation, - or through the medlum of
another person.. | . eoaer . , :

i - . at ot '

3. Theories of Personality Change

Yuniarto and Anggraini's article Voldemort's Transformation to Affect the. Plot in J.K.
Rowling's Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince uses Freud's theory on the unconscious
which also shows that one's action may be influenced by a traumatic past events. They state,

According to Freud, the unconscious as that part of the mind beyond consciousness lias

a strong influence upon people's actions. He creates a theory called repression, where

, the forgetting or ignoring of unresolved conflict, unadmitted desires, or traumatjc past

events are forced out of unconscious awareness and into the rea]m of the unconscious

(2006, p. 2). _

There are maty theones concernmg personahty However soine of them can be
combined'to support one another. According to Pikunas (1976, pp. 27 1-272) in hlS book Human
Developmeni: An Emergent Scrence "‘Personahty isa d}hlamrc systern of tratts ' attitudes, and
habit ‘producing 'a varying degree‘ of -consistency ‘in the total response repertoire of an
individual.” Mischel (1981, p. 2) saysinIntroduction to Personality, “Personality usually refers
to the distinctive patterns of behavior (including thoughts and emotions) that characterize each
individual's adaptation to the situations of his or her life.” Adding the statement, he quotes
Wiggins, “Personality is that branch of psychology which is concerned with- pr'oviding a
systematic account of the ways in which individuals differ from one another.”, Therefore,
personality can be said to be mterconnected with mdrvrdual's unique traits, attitude, habits, and
behavior (mcludmg thoughts and emottons) that aré used toresponsea certam s1tuatron in his or
herlife. =

Furthermore, Pikunas (1976 p- 271) states “The personahty pattems estabhshed
during childhood are 'modified greatly during adolescence when new developments and
experiences complicate the adolescent's life.” Based on this theory, it is clear that personality
develops during someone's.life. The ‘events they have: encountered will bring their own
responsibilities; challenges, and crises. - v

Moreover, Hurlock (1974; p. 7) states in Personality Develapment that personality can
change. The~ deveIopment ¢an’' be done in the individual's physical and' psycliological
characteristics. And when the process of developing deals with patterning one's self concept,
habits, attitudes, emotional states, andmot[ves itbecomes more complex.

; Each person's personality changes and develops into more stable as many expenences
they have got. Mischel (1981, p. 4) states “personality psychologists study how people develop
and change, as well as how, they remam stable throughout the course of life.” People usually
develop in constructrve > ways to 1mprove theirlife's quahty Therefore a change can be said as
tuining irito better or worse while devielop tends to be turmng mto better Addlnonally, Pikunas
(1976 p. 27 1) mentrons six factors and expenences appea.r in adolescence and alter the
personalrty as follows ;

o b, N

L Acqu1s1tlonofadultphy51que T . ‘g T
2. Sexualmaturation, accompanied by new drives and emotions; - « -

3. Greater self-awareness, resultmg in -a héightened desire for self direction and
A reevaluatron of standards, goals andldeals

"4 The rieéd for compamonshtp, w1th pnme emphasrs on heterosexial fnendshlps
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5. Treatmentby parentsandpeers; 1+ + ¢+ 3¢ ; RENIRY

!
[

6. Conflictarising fromthe adolescence s personality development.

1

To sum up, the theories above serve as the bases to analyze itiat personalrty may change.
The change may be aﬁ‘ected by‘the past expenence of the character and 1ts psychologmal
condltlon

CAnalysas o o e e i C e
1. TheCharacterofVoldemort JFE O .

Voldemort is ‘once called Tom Marvollo R1dd1e His’ Mother is a ‘Witch named Merope
Gaunt! Merope &omes from a pure blood family. ‘Tt mednis that she hds to" man'y another wizard."
However, 'she chooses to'matrry a niiggle, hunian- w1th no maglcal ability! The mugglé, Tom
Riddle Voldemort’s father, does not love Méfope, but she giveshim'‘a love] poﬂon After she'is
pregnant she ceases to contmue giviiig him the'love potion, thinking that he ddes not need it’
anymore. She is'wrong. Tom Riddle! ‘runs after reallzmg what has happened to him:"Meropé
really feels the'lost-Not so long-after giving birth, she gwes her son; young Tom Rlddle toa
muggle woman and then she passedaway. ¢ -« D

Jn oL, P .‘.,' ' o e

e

‘The muggle woman takes good-care of Riddle. However, she'soon realizés that Riddle
has a special ability. Because he lives in anon-magical society, there is no'oné there to explain it
Therefore, Riddle is considered as'a sttange boy. Riddle himself grows up-thinking that he-is'a
strange boy. At eleven, he is admitted to the Hogwarts, the School.of Witchcraft and Wizardry. .
There, he lives with others who share the same ability. He is also one of the talented students:
there. He shows that he has an outstanding ability in every subject that is taught in the school.
However, he is a solitaire. He does not want to have any friends, although there are many who
want to befriend him. He shows that he does not want to depend upon others and that' hé onily”
trustsinhimself. Itis also shown.thathe isbrave andindependent. -, \

Young Riddle then' finds' outabout - his"past- He reahzeSrthatihe actually is ‘the
descendants:of Salazar Slytherin, a once 'great wizard and one of the: founders -of Hogwarts.
Slytherin‘'was a wizard who hated -muggles and half-blood wizards. He had a belief thatthalf-.
bloods will destroy the pride of the pure-blood ones. Therefore,.Young Tom' Riddle hates the
muggles very:much. Moreover; the fact that his mother was.left alone by.a muggle makes.the
hatred even greater. It also makes him very émbarrassed, because he is a half-blood himself. ..

This shame has leaded him to murder his father and leaves the blame to his uncle. This
experience shows that he is also cunning and cruel.

As he grows older, Riddle becomes Stronger. He is very skillful with magic and spells.
He also becomes almost immortal becanse he can ‘divide his soul. It makes him invincible.
Furthermore, he is ashamed to use his father's name. He changes it into Lord Voldemort, aname
that makes people afraid. to mentlon People are,afraid of him because of his capability. Heis
seen as a great dark wizard, He likes to kill people especially muggles. He alsokills wizards and’
witches who do not want to join him, By killing and making people afraid of him, he wants to
showthathehasa great power. It canbe seen that his motivation of killing:s drlven by his anger.
towards his past experience.

2.The Personality Change of Voldemort . . .

According to Pikunas (1976, p. 271) there are some factors that may alter someone's
personahty Some of these factors are the need for compamonshlp, treatment by parents and
peers, and conflict ansmg ‘from he. adolescence s personahty development Freud m Yuniarto
and Aggraini (2006, p. 2) says that the iiconséiots hasa 'strofig influiénce ipon one's action.

“o
]
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He further says that unresolved conﬂict, unadmitted-desires, and traumatic past events can
affectsomeone'slife. , | . , . .

. Voldemort has an unhappy chlldhood As a child, Voldemort is lonely and he does not
have any ﬁ1ends He does not even have real parents, Itis because her mother died when he was
still a child. In the muggle world, his peers and adoptive parent consider him a§ a strange child
because of his magical ability. Therefore, he feels ignored. He also has an unresolved conflict in
his past. He cannot solve it because his mother has already died and out of anger he has killed his
father. He is disappointed with his mother because she married a muoggle. He also hates his
father because heleft his mother and especially because he cannot accept the fact thathe isason
ofamuggle. In Ho gwmts, he also feels thatnobody, really cares for him, They only see himasa
smart student, and not giving him real love, and attention. His dlsappomtment towards his
surroundmgs and the conﬂlct w1th h:ls fanuly has unconscwusly mﬂuenced his personahty As.
he grows older, he, becomes easﬂy angered.towards people who ignored him, He also.cannot
forgive people Wl_l_O do him ‘wrong. Instead of forgiving them, he tends.to. kill them. His
personality becomes evil because ofhis tendency: to kill people. Even a small mistake can lead
to someone's death if they are dealmgw1th Voldemort. . ., - gt

*To copewith his disappointment and his feeling of being ignored, he decides to show his
exlstence He wants people.to be scared of him. He does not want to be-underestimated.
Unfortunately, he does that by committing evil deeds such askilling people. It shows that he has'
developed an evil personality. This evil personahty is the product of his trauma caused by the
peoplesurroundmghlm. O L N T S
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D. Conclusmn " Lo D

From the ana1y51s it can be concluded that Voldemort hias a traumatic past hfe Th.lS past
events has a deep influence on the development of his evil personality. As it is.stated-by Freud
and Pikunas, there are factors that.cause Voldemort's personality change, namely, unhappy
childhood and.unresolved conflict: He has an unhappy-childhood and an unresolved conflict
that causes him to become ‘easily -angered with people-who. makes mistakes to. him.. His
disappointment and the feeling of being ignored have shaped his personality into evil. He
cannot forgive thepeople who do not follow him and he will easily kill them if they.do so. -
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