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Article Info Abstract 

Waqf, as a unique Islamic legacy, has been practiced since the 
Prophets Muhammad Era. Unfortunately, society’s understanding 
of waqf is not yet comprehensive and accurate, mainly at the higher 
education level. The study aims to provide the innovative 
andragogical formulation for higher education institutions 
regarding the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ enforcement and to explore the 
breakthroughs in waqf curriculum by academicians in universities 
during the KKM era. Focused Group Discussion (FGD) and semi-
structured in-depth interviews are conducted to gather the primary 
data from the relevant respondents such as regulators, 
academicians, practitioners, and students. Initially, the desk study 
is used as a literature review from various sources to obtain prior 
knowledge related to the topic investigated. Findings of this study 
have revealed that Waqf stakeholders identified several innovative 
methods in the form of creative implementation such as Reshaping 
of National Standard Waqf Curriculum, Link and Match of Waqf 
Education with the Waqf DUDI, Waqf Literacy Relevant Movement, 
and IT and Waqf Digital Engagement. Thus, this study recommends 
a point regarding its result that some challenges have to be tackled 
altogether by the stakeholders in terms of educator capacity and 
the lack of human resources from the practitioner to undertake 
massive socialization with the adult learner. This research result 
could be implemented in the higher education institution that 
teaches waqf and other instruments of Islamic Social Finance (ISF) 
as one of the subjects in the Islamic Economic curriculum.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia is a developing country with a population of 279.012.987 people, spread 

throughout Indonesia, with the largest concentration of people in Java (BPS, 2021). Many 

residents cannot be separated from the problems that accompany it (Sulistyowati & Rahmi, 

2018). Numerous issues that arise in the education sector, such as equal distribution of 

education, lack of facilities and infrastructure; national education quality reference; governance 

of educators (teachers and lecturers); lack of innovation; cost constraints; recruitment system; 

teacher distribution; learning evaluation system; lack of Information Technology (IT) uses  

(Abidah et al., 2020; Amalia & von Korflesch, 2021; Dhawan, 2020; Digdowiseiso, 2020; Karim, 

2021) This is the time to become a deep concern for all parties because a good education is one 

of the main determinants of the Human Development Index (HDI). The quality standard of 

education in Indonesia is also one of the cornerstones of the world of work and the challenges 

of life skills in society (Suswandari, 2019). 

The curriculum as a set of subjects and educational programs is a tool to achieve 

educational goals and a guide in implementing education (Thaib & Siswanto, 2015). Changes 

intended initially for improvement and development often become misguided and inappropriate 

so that the goals set at the beginning are not achieved. Various changes that have occurred 

before, in fact, have not been able to answer all the obstacles and challenges that exist to 

complete an advanced national education system to produce superior human resources with 

good capacities in their fields. 

Currently, the Minister of Education and Culture (Mendikbud) for the 2019-2024 period has 

launched a curriculum policy at the Higher Education level called the Merdeka Campus. 

Innovation, collaboration, equity in the quality of national education, and superior competitive 

Human Resources (HR) are the basis for the birth of this curriculum. The “Kampus Merdeka” 

Program, which has a paradigm of freedom for each educational institution, where equality 

results in obedience and autonomy produce innovation, is believed by the government to be the 

right step to increase equity in the quality of education. Various conflicts arose regarding the 

‘Kampus Merdeka Curriculum’ (KKM) plan by several students from different universities. This 

program is considered 'pro-market' where one of the programs in the curriculum is an 'internship' 

which will be conditioned as closely as possible to the climate of the world of work, considered 

a tool by industry to get cheap labor. Independent campuses are intended to cut the chain of 

regulatory barriers that hinder the innovation process within Indonesian education units and 

encourage economic growth. However, a policy package that is drastic, with minimal 

socialization, and has not gone through careful consideration and analysis of implementation 

from various aspects, can have an impact on the 'failure' of the curriculum, as has happened 

before 

In addition to the above issues, the KKM is considered not consider the elements of 

inequality in quality and higher education levels in Indonesia. This can be seen from the scores 

and rankings between universities. For higher education institutions (HEI) type C, for example, 

this indicates unpreparedness. However, in its implementation, KKM has minimum standards 
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that must be adhered to, namely: Collaboration is based on an agreement between parties; Study 

Program prepares an independent campus curriculum; Program planning outside the Study 

Program is discussed between students and supervisors; Semester Credit System (SKS) 

equivalence calculation must be carried out; Student activities outside the study program remain 

by Graduate Learning Outcomes (CPL); Study Program prepares course offerings for students 

outside of tertiary institutions, and the online method is an alternative for fulfilling credits outside 

the study program. Even though there is the word 'Merdeka,’ a university will not be called 

independent if it does not meet one of the requirements; for example, it is constrained to 

implement an online learning system, whereas, in Indonesia, there are much higher education 

institution that denied by the lack and low level of technology, mainly those are located in areas 

with difficult topographical conditions.  

The national education system in Indonesia has five (5) types of higher education 

institutions: universities, institutes, high schools, polytechnics, and academies. STIE Indonesia 

Banking School as a type B has a different readiness than others. The type of HEI that only 

organizes one cluster of Science and Technology on one campus (as well as one faculty at the 

university level) needs to position itself as precisely as possible in terms of implementing this 

new curriculum. Colleges tend to be suitable for students who want to become a specialist or 

field experts in work requiring special requirements in the KKM application. It is not easy indeed, 

but the right strategic plan and the application of innovative Andragogy methods are believed to 

help HEI succeed in the implementation of KKM. 

Andragogy (adult learning), an educational method for adult human learners, namely for 

ages 18 years and over (Knowles, 1913), requires a unique and appropriate innovation to be 

applied in KKM according to the type or type of HEI respectively. Knowles' Andragogy 

assumptions are that adult learners need to know why they need to learn something before 

undertaking to understand it; adults need to be responsible for their own decisions and to be 

treated as capable of self-direction and have a variety of experiences of life which represent the 

richest resource for learning; ready to learn those things they need to know to cope effectively 

with life situations; and also motivated to learn to the extent that they perceive that it will help 

them perform tasks they confront in their life situations (Pugalendhi et al., 2011). Therefore, this 

learning framework is essential as the main crutch of the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ curriculum. 

Related to this study, Waqf as an instrument of Islamic Social Finance (Widodo, 2019) is 

one of the essential subjects that should be taught not only on campuses that have Study 

Programs or majors in Zakat, Infaq, Alms, and Endowments (ZISWAF), more than Therefore, it 

should be taught in other study programs that are still in the Islamic Economics clump, both in 

Higher Education which is directly under the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of 

Indonesia and in academic units under the Ministry of Education and Culture (Kemendikbud). 

Because of the above, the determination of an innovative Andragogy method specifically for waqf 

courses can be formulated by first identifying the supporting and inhibiting sources, both internal 

and external factors.  
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In the context of waqf for higher education research, (Azha et al., 2013) explained the roles 

of land waqf in the education development system; this research also discovers the initiatives 

taken by the ruler in handling the issues by a proposed waqf education model that allows 

Muslims to practice the Islamic philanthropy in their life. Meanwhile, (Razak et al., 2016) found 

that significant numbers of waqf and endowment-based universities have implemented the waqf 

principle in their education system. Nonetheless, they have their unique mechanism. 

Furthermore, (Azis et al., 2014) stated the potential role of Islamic waqf banks to use the concept 

of cash waqf in funding education. The gifted capital or cash waqf was “transferred” to borrowers 

for a particular period, which was then spent for all sorts of pious and social purposes, including 

investment objectives. However, none of the above research discusses waqf andragogical 

regarding the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ curriculum. Therefore, this research area becomes urgent to 

explore and investigate furtherly. 

Analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) (Gürel & Tat, 2017) 

is an analysis that IPT must carry out to map and synthesize the position and 'power' it has as a 

provision for the implementation of KKM. Based on the above background, the objectives of this 

study are as follows: a) Identify and investigate the supporting factors, obstacles, opportunities, 

and challenges (internal and external) for STIE IBS in implementing KKM; b) Analyze the 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Treats (SWOT) and for primary and secondary data; 

c) Identify the forms of Waqf Andragogy innovation in the Kampus Merdeka Era; Propose ideas 

in the form of the concept (formula) of Andragogy Waqf as a provision for the implementation of 

the Independent Campus Curriculum (KKM) at STIE IBS and beyond, also other in the related 

institutions. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

CONCEPT OF ANDRAGOGY 

 Andragogy is familiar in education, especially in teaching with adult targets. Andragogy 

cannot be separated from figures whose research results are still the primary reference for 

education observers. In his work "The Adult Learner, A Neglected Species," Malcolm Knowles 

reveals the appropriate learning theory for adult learners (Knowles, 1913). Adults in question are 

learners aged eighteen years and over; at that age, the average person in the world begins to take 

higher education. Andragogy is also always juxtaposed with Pedagogy, where pedagogy is an 

educational method for learners of lower secondary education or teaching children (Putri & 

Elihami, 2021). Andragogy has the meaning of art in teaching adults, in contrast to pedagogy 

which means the art and knowledge of teaching children. Although, until now, there are still 

erroneous practices, namely the pedagogical method applied to adult learners, the basic 

principles and assumptions of the educational process lead to human adult learners. Meanwhile, 

Andragogy, which emphasizes the learning process that focuses on achieving predetermined 

learning goals, is somewhat biased in pedagogy (Sunhaji, 2017). The following table compares 

the assumptions of Andragogy and Pedagogy. 
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Table 1.  Pedagogy and Andragogy Comparison 
Assumption Pedagogy Andragogy 

Concept of 
student 

 

Students depend on their educators; 
teachers are fully responsible for 
determining what to learn, when, how 
to understand it, and what results are 
expected after completion 

Adults in general 
psychologically requires more self-
direction even under certain 
circumstances 
dependent 

Students 
experience 
function 

The teacher’s experience is very 
influential, and the delivery technique 
is in the form of lectures, reading 
assignments, and presentations 
through listening devices. 

Actual experience is a source of 
learning for him; therefore, the 
method of delivery is 
experimentation, experimentation, 
discussion of problem-solving 
practice. 

Learning 
Readiness 

Always ready to learn for the future. 
Therefore learning activities must be 
organized in a standard curriculum, 
and the presentation steps must be 
the same for everyone. 

Learning is expected to solve the 
problem, then learning is to help 
them find what they need to know; 
learning programs are arranged 
according to the needs of their 
lives, and the order of presentation 
is according to the students’ 
readiness. 

Learning 
Orientation 

The knowledge learned will only be 
valuable in the future. Therefore the 
curriculum is structured according to a 
logical sequence. 

Learning to improve self-ability to 
develop their orientation, therefore 
learning orientation is centered on 
activities as expected by them. 

Source: (Sulistyowati & Rahmi, 2018) 
 
The process of innovation and efficiency continues to occur in the practice of Andragogy 

education in countries worldwide. Innovative and varied developments related to learning ideas 

enrich the world-class educational treasures. Each country sets a relatively different emphasis, 

depending on the ultimate goal of a learning context. The following table compares the 

objectives of adult education practices in various countries. 

 

 

THE CONCEPT OF WAQF 

 

According to language, waqf comes from the Arabic verb, namely waqafa in fi'il maadhi, 

yaqifu in fiil mudhari', and waqfan in isim mashdar. The verb means to hold, stop, stay in place or 

remain standing (Huda et al., 2016). The word waqafa in Arabic is a synonym for the word habasa, 

which according to language, means holding property,y not to be traded and pledged. In this 

case, there is an an exciting thing in the use of the word habasa: the Prophet used the word al 

habsu in his hadith. Al habsu means to hold onto a property whose benefits are used for virtue, 

and it is recommended by religion (Saputra, 2021). Waqf has also proven to be a solid instrument 

to reduce various burdens of life, both economically and socially (Sulistyowati et al., 2022).  
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According to the term, the scholars of jurisprudence have different definitions in terms 

of waqf. The first definition of waqf put forward by the Hanafi School is to take action on an 

object, which has a permanent status as property rights, by donating its benefits to a benevolent 

party (social institution), both now and in the future. In the view of the Hanafi school, waqf 

property does not mean leaving property rights. A wakif can withdraw his waqf at any time he 

wants and can trade it (Sulistiani, 2021). In addition, it is also explained that the ownership of 

the waqf property transfers to the heirs when the wakif dies. However, the Hanafi school 

recognizes the existence of waqf assets that cannot be withdrawn, namely waqf carried out by 

way of wills. In addition, waqf assets are based on legal decisions that cannot and cannot be 

removed and waqf assets that have been used for mosque development (Aziz, 2017). 

According to the Maliki school of thought, waqf is making the benefits of the wakif 

property, either in the form of rent or the proceeds, to be given to those entitled to it for a period 

of time by the will of the wakif. According to the Maliki school, the ownership of the waqf property 

remains in the hands of the wakif. At the same time, the validity period of waqf does not forever 

depend on the wishes of the wakif, according to his decision. However, waqf cannot be 

withdrawn in the middle of the journey. In other words, the wakif may not remove his waqf pledge 

before the time limit has expired. This is where the legal certainty lies, where the waqf is bound 

by the promise the wakif has made. 

 In the view of the Syafii madhhab, waqf is holding onto assets that can be taken 

advantage of while maintaining the integrity of the goods, and the goods are lost in ownership of 

the waki, and used in something that is allowed. The definition, according to the Syafii madhhab 

states firmly the status of ownership of waqf property (Rohmaningtyas & Herianingrum, 2018). 

If the waqf is declared valid, then the ownership of the waqf property is transferred from wakif 

to Allah swt. With this understanding, the waqf property belongs to the people, no longer belongs 

to the person who is waqf. Thus, the relationship between the person who is waqf and his 

property is cut off. The severance of a person's relationship with his property, creates a new 

relationship for a person with a reward from Allah because he has been waqf. In addition, the 

next hope is that a person who waqf property can be more sincere in waqf his property and no 

longer need to imagine that his property will return to him. In terms of pledges, according to the 

Shafii school, waqf pledges must be in the form of speech.  

 

WAQF BASED ON ISLAMIC LAW 

 

In general, there are no verses in the Koran that specifically explain the concept of waqf. 

Many scholars base their views on the legal arguments of waqf on the generality of the verse 

about infaq fi sabilillah. Infaq is a form of worship in Islam. More specifically, social worship. The 

trick is to donate part of the assets owned to those in need. Lately the world knows it as 

philanthropy. Philanthropy comes from the Greek word philan which means love, and Anthropos 

which means human. Philanthropy is a concrete effort to love fellow human beings and human 

values, so that they donate their time, money and energy to help others. So, donating wealth is 

only part of the way to love your fellow human beings. In the history of humanity, the practice of 

philanthropy has developed for a long time in many great cultures, such as Egypt, India, and 
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Greece. In the sirah nabawiyyah, we also see the defense of the Prophet Muhammad against the 

weak and the poor, like slaves. So, in the teachings of Islam, we find a lot of suggestions to pay 

attention to the fate of others.  

Infaq fi sabilillah or Islamic philanthropy is a combination of serving others with devotion 

to God. Devotion to God by helping fellow human beings. So, helping others is a form of devotion, 

not to fellow humans, but to Allah SWT. This condition makes Islamic philanthropic activities 

inseparable from religious practice. In the Qur'an, we find many verses that talk about infaq. This 

shows the attention of Islamic teachings to the socio-economic problems of its people, equity, 

empowerment, and justice. In Islam, there are two kinds of infaq or philanthropy. First, the law is 

obligatory, such as zakat with its various variants. Second, the laws are sunnah, such as alms, 

waqf, and grants. Islam strongly emphasizes that both are carried out with sincerity. Must be 

sincere because Allah swt.  

One form of sincerity is described by giving the best, as stated in the word of Allah SWT, 

Expressions can vary, but all are framed in the form of worship to Allah SWT stated in the Q.S. 

al-Baqarah:267, this verse was revealed as a warning and guidance from Allah SWT. to the people 

of the Prophet Muhammad. It was narrated from Al-Hakim, Al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and others 

from Al-Bara' ibn 'Azib, he said, "This verse was revealed regarding us, the Ansar. We are a people 

who have date palms. One of us donated his dates according to the number of dates produced. 

Some of us did not have the awareness to spend the good, so some brought bunches of bad 

dates to hang in the Prophet's mosque. The dates were provided for the poor from the Muhajirin. 

In fact, many of the seeds are not hard, some are dry before cooking, so the flesh is thin. There 

is also a bunch of dates that have been damaged then came down this verse (Usman, 2015). 

 

WAQF EDUCATION 

 

Waqf education is seen as a socially significant platform since Muslims are community 

development agents. The institutions not only provide possibilities for people to get Islamic 

education, but they are also frequently used as a platform for Muslims to undertake charitable 

work. Waqf is a critical investment in producing Islamic scholars who will serve as community 

leaders. This is because the graduates are not only great academically, but the majority of them 

have become influential personalities who have contributed to the country's progress. Graduates 

of waqf educational institutions have demonstrated that they are not only good academically, 

but they also frequently become persons who are very moral and ethical. (Azha et al, 2014). 

A good education system is crucial in shaping the character and thinking of a nation's 

generation. This is demonstrated by great civilisations when the majority of the population is 

educated and knowledgeable. A nation's leadership potential may be jeopardized if enough and 

high-quality education is not provided. Islamic education has been shown to shape and foster 

well-balanced, devout, and optimistic persons. Waqf and education are almost synonymous in 

Islam (Mujani et al, 2018). 
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CONCEPT OF ‘MERDEKA BELAJAR-KAMPUS MERDEKA’ (KKM) 

 

The terms Independent Learning and Independent Campus were first socialized by the 

Minister of Education and Culture (Kemendikbud) for the 2019-2024 period, Nadiem Anwar 

Makarim at the end of 2019. These two packages of educational curriculum programs include: 

1). First Policy, Freedom to Learn. in the form of improvements to the primary and secondary 

education system, one of which is to abolish the National Examination (UN) system and replace 

it with a minimum competency assessment and character survey; and 2). The second policy: 

Independent Campus, provides various flexibility to universities without having to coordinate with 

so many other agencies or ministries. According to the scope of the study, this research will 

focus on the investigation and analysis of the Second Policy: Merdeka Campus which is the 

domain of the higher education curriculum (KPT). Independent Campus is a policy of the Ministry 

of Education and Culture that aims to encourage students to master various sciences that are 

useful for entering the world of work. Merdeka Campus provides an opportunity for students to 

choose the courses they will take (Direktorat Jenderal Pendidikan Tinggi Kementrian Pendidikan 

dan Kebudayaan, 2020). The Higher Education Curriculum (KPT) includes three main focuses, 

namely: 

1). Students, regarding the freedom to choose their preferred field. This includes efforts to 

release student credits for three semesters out of a total of eight semesters, undergraduate 

programs can be taken outside the study program or outside campus, either through 

internships, research, entrepreneurship, and community service. 

2). Lecturer, Free from complicated bureaucratization. Examples of complicated bureaucracy 

that will be released are the obligation to complete a portfolio as a condition for submitting 

Lecturer Certification (SerDos), filing for Lecturer Performance Expenses (BKD) once a 

semester which is quite complicated, and complicated requirements or filing for the 

application of Functional Positions (JaFung). All these complexities are attempted to be 

trimmed in line with the implementation of the Independent Campus Curriculum. 

3). Educational institutions, related to freedom and autonomy, independent of bureaucratization. 

Here. campus convenience and flexibility, for example the opening of new study programs 

(prodi), freedom to regulate campus partnerships with third parties, reaccreditation and the 

process of State-State-Legal Entities. 

The Kampus Merdeka Curriculum Guidebook (KKM) is based on ten regulations regarding the 

implementation of the Three Semester Learning Rights policy program outside the Study 

Program which includes Laws, Ministerial Regulations. Meanwhile, the main reasons underlying 

the formulation of the Kampus Merdeka Curriculum (KKM) are Link & Match between the 

Business World-Industrial World (DUDI) and the Future, The learning process must be innovative, 

flexible, autonomous, The right to study 3 semesters outside the study program, Student 

Centered Learning, Synergy of hard & soft skills and Graduates in accordance with the 

development of the era of Science and Technology (IPTEK) with life-long learner characteristics. 

This study specifically discusses the campus curriculum, referring to Permendikbud Number 

3 of 2020 concerning National Higher Education Standards which states that Universities are 

required to facilitate the right for students (optional, which means students can take or not) to 
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carry out learning outside of tertiary institutions at the longest. 2 semesters (equivalent to 40 

credits) or to carry out learning in different study programs at the same university for 1 semester 

(equivalent to 20 credits). That the right of students to be able to study for 2 semesters can be 

carried out with several related parties as illustrated in figure 1. The form of learning activities 

in accordance with Permendikbud No. 3 of 2020 Article 15 paragraph 1 can be carried out inside 

the Study Program and outside the Study Program including: 

 
 

Figure 3. KKM Learning Activities  
 
The explanation about the eight (8) points activities above as follows: 

 
Table 2. KKM Learning Activities 

Activity Explanation 
1.Student exchange Currently, student exchanges with full credit transfers have been 

carried out with partner universities abroad, but the credit transfer 
system carried out between universities in the country itself is still 
very few in number. Student exchanges are held to shape several 
student attitudes as stipulated in the Minister of Education and 
Culture Regulation (Permendikbud) Number 3 of 2020, namely 
respecting the diversity of cultures, views, religions, and beliefs, as 
well as the original opinions or findings of others; and work together 
and have social sensitivity and concern for society and the 
environment. 

2.Internship So far, students lack work experience in the industry/real 
professional world so they are not ready to work. Meanwhile, short-
term internships (less than 6 months) are not sufficient to provide 
students with industry experience and competence. Companies 
that accept internships also state that short-term internships are 
not useful, and even interfere with activities in the industry. 

3.Learning Assistance The quality of primary and secondary education in Indonesia is still 
very low (PISA 2018 ranks Indonesia 7th from the bottom). The 
number of education units in Indonesia is very large and there are 
various problems, both formal, non-formal and informal education 

8 Activities 
of 'Kampus 
Merdeka' 

Curriculum 

Student 
exchange

Internship

Learning 
Assistency

Research

Humanity 
Project

Entrepreu
nership

Independent 
Project

Thematic 
Community 

Service
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Activity Explanation 
units. Learning activities in the form of teaching assistance are 
carried out by students in educational units such as elementary, 
middle, and high schools. School 

4.Research For students who have a passion for being researchers, freedom of 
learning can be realized in the form of research activities at 
research institutes/study center. Through research, students can 
develop critical thinking, something that is needed for various 
scientific groups at the higher education level. With the ability to 
think critically, students will be able to deepen, understand, and be 
able to do research methods better. For students who have an 
interest and desire to work in the research field, the opportunity to 
do an internship in a research center laboratory is their dream. In 
addition, laboratories/research institutes sometimes lack research 
assistants when working on short-term research projects (1 
semester – 1 year). 

5.Humanity Project Indonesia has experienced many natural disasters, such as 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, hydrological disasters, 
etc. Universities have so far helped a lot in dealing with disasters 
through humanitarian programs. So far, student involvement is 
voluntary and only short term. In addition, many international 
institutions (UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, etc.) have conducted in-depth 
studies and made development pilot projects in Indonesia and 
other developing countries. Students with young souls, scientific 
competencies, and interests can become "foot soldiers" in 
humanitarian and other development projects both in Indonesia and 
abroad. 

6.Enterpreneurship Based on the Global Entrepreneurship Index (GEI) in 2018, 
Indonesia only scored 21% of entrepreneurs from various fields of 
work, or ranked 94th out of 137 countries surveyed. Meanwhile, 
according to research from the IDN Research Institute in 2019, 
69.1% of millennials in Indonesia have an interest in 
entrepreneurship. Unfortunately, the entrepreneurial potential for 
the millennial generation has not been managed properly so far. 
The Independent Campus policy encourages the development of 
student entrepreneurial interests with appropriate learning 
activities programs. 

7.Independent 
Project/Study 

Many students have a passion for realizing great works that are 
contested at the international level or works of innovative ideas. 
Ideally, independent studies/projects are carried out to 
complement the curriculum already taken by students. Colleges or 
faculties can also make independent studies to complete topics 
that are not included in the class schedule, but are still available in 
the syllabus of the study program or faculty. Independent project 
activities can be carried out in the form of cross-disciplinary group 
work. 
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Activity Explanation 
8.Rural 
Development/Thematic-
KKN 

Thematic Real Work Lecture (KKNT) is a form of education by 
providing learning experiences for students to live in the community 
outside the campus, which directly and together with the 
community identify potentials and deal with problems so that they 
are expected to be able to develop village/regional potential and 
formulate solutions. for problems in the village. KKNT activities are 
expected to hone partnership soft skills, cross-
disciplinary/scientific team collaboration (cross-competence), and 
student leadership in managing development programs in rural 
areas.  

Source: Guide book KKM-Kemendikbud 2020 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 
This research is a frontier type of research in which the focus or topic being researched 

and analyzed is a new concept and policy and not many other researchers have conducted similar 

research. This is based on an initial desk study, literature review from various sources such as 

scientific journals, popular scientific articles and various other reference sources. The data used 

in this study is primary data through Semi-structured In-depth interviews and Focused Group 

Discussion (FGD).  

Respondents were categorized into two groups that represented two essentials of 

educational elements. The educational expert and educational waqf practitioners formed as 

Group Expert (Regulator and academics); this group comprised nine respondents from the 

following selected institutions: LLDIKTI 3 (an institution under the Ministry of Education) and 

several universities and colleges include Indonesia Banking School. Those respondents were 

chosen based on their expertise and relevancy, these are considered representatives of the waqf 

andragogy and ‘Kampus Merdeka’ curriculum. Group student comprised nine undergraduate 

students of Islamic Banking and Finance Department at Indonesia Banking school Jakarta were 

chosen to obtain fruitful perspectives and an enthusiastic hope regarding the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ 

implementation in waqf subject. 

 
Table 3. List of Respondents 

Informant Institutions Description 

Experts/Academicians 
and Practitioners  

9 Respondents LLDIKTI, 
Universities & 
Colleges 

Regulator, Practitioners 
(Andragogy Expert; Educators, 
Blended Learning expert)  

Undergraduate 
Students 

9 Respondents Indonesia 
Banking School 

Kampus Merdeka students 

Source: Author’s own 
 
This qualitative research uses a Content Analysis and SWOT Analysis. Analysis of 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Treats (SWOT) is a strategic planning tool in 

organizations (Gürel & Tat, 2017). SWOT is a business analysis technique that can be applied 
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to any product, service and market when deciding how best to achieve future growth (Haneef et 

al., 2017). The process that includes the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of 

the organization's domain comes from the internal and external environment. SWOT can be 

applied to all sectors, one of which is the education sector. 

 
Table 4 Point Concern of SWOT 

 Opportunities 
(External, positive) 

Threats 
(External, negative) 

Strengths 
(Internal, positive) 

Strength-Opportunities strategies 
 
Which of the company’s strengths 
can be used to maximize the 
opportunities you identified? 

Strength-Threats strategies 
 
How can you use the company’s 
strengths to minimize the 
threats you identified? 

Weaknesses 
(Internal, negative) 

Weakness-Opportunities 
strategies 
 
What action(s) can you take to 
minimize the company’s 
weaknesses using the 
opportunities you identified?  

Weakness-Threats strategies 
 
How can you minimize the 
company’s weaknesses to avoid 
the threats you identified?  

Source: (Haneef et al., 2017) 
 

RESULT 

 

“Kampus Merdeka” Curriculum 

 The Independent Campus curriculum policy (KKM) is based on Permendikbud Number 3 

of 2020 concerning National Higher Education Standards on Learning Process Standards, which 

aims to encourage students to gain learning experiences with various additional competencies 

outside the study program and/or outside the home campus. Fulfilment of these objectives can 

be achieved through several steps, namely following the entire learning process in the study 

program at each campus according to the period and study load; Fulfilling the presence of the 

learning process in the study program to fulfil part of the time and learning load and the rest 

following the learning process outside the study program. Meanwhile, the university concerned 

is obliged to facilitate the ongoing implementation of the KKM. In achieving the objectives, there 

are also several important things that must be considered, namely: First, focus on achieving 

SKL/CPL; Second, guarantee the fulfilment of learning rights for a maximum of 3 semesters; 

Third, learning experience in the real world according to the profile or scope of work; and Fourth, 

the curriculum designed and implemented is flexible and able to adapt to the development of 

science and technology (scientific vision) and the demands of the field of work (market signals) 

(Ditjen Dikti, 2020). 
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Figure 5. Five Important Considerations 

 

Synchronization of universities with the industrial world also provides input so that the 

soft skills of graduates are further improved. So that they can work with a strong mentality, have 

good character and attitude, especially leadership and conflict management in order to prepare 

students for real life after graduation. The unique competence as a value added that has been 

owned by the institution is also a valuable provision for its graduates. For example, the ability to 

use software and applications that follow technological developments. 

 
Figure 6. Indonesia Banking School’s Policy 

  

Based on the intensive discussion of the curriculum section and by looking at the various 

resources available and the achievement targets of STIE IBS, three proposed targets for the 

progress and successful implementation of the Independent Campus Curriculum (KKM) were 

determined, namely the mainstay focus on Research, Entrepreneurship and Work Practices. With 

regard to STIE Indonesia Banking School (IBS) as an institution in particular on the supply side, 

which needs to prepare itself with travel, accommodation, attractions, and facilities. This does 

not only apply to conventional tourism, but also to halal tourism. That way, it is possible to attract 

tourists who are part of the demand side. This condition can be shown by Figure 6. 

The Merdeka Campus policy is intended to encourage universities to be more adaptive in 

building superior human resources and responsive to the needs of the times by accelerating 

innovation with unrestricted ecosystem space. It also removes the paradigm that education is 

not only the responsibility of universities, but collaboration with industry, associations, and 

elements of society. The important thing is that students can be more adaptive in improving their 
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soft skills and hard skills. Both through cross-disciplinary learning and off campus, such as the 

three things proclaimed by STIE IBS, namely Research, Entrepreneurship and work practices or 

internships. STIE Indonesia Banking School is a special educational institution in the field of 

Economics with heterogeneous students from all regions in Indonesia. The following are matters 

related to the Strengths (S), Weaknesses (W), Opportunity (O) and Weaknesses (W) quadrants 

which were successfully summarized through primary data collection to institutions by 

conducting in-depth interviews with relevant parties relevant to the research topic. 

 
Table 5. The SWOT Institution Result 

Strengths Weaknesses 
• Synergy with strong industrial components  
• Student entrepreneurship activities are 

quite good, building a thematic real work 
village/college, and independent project 
studies.  

• Good soft skills and hard skills.  
• Competence of graduates relevant to 

market needs.  
• To produce graduates who are superior, 

competitive, with personality  
• Most of the systems in KKM have been 

implemented several years before (12 
credits of internship, GB1 and ManjRisk 
Certification)  

• Good Physical infrastructure  
• The outstanding of Information 

Technology (IT)  
• Strong DUDI cooperation (back up BI and 

OJK) 

• Synergy with partner PT components is still 
low  

• Teaching assistance in education units is 
still lacking.  

• Research is still relatively low  
• Student exchange program is still small  
• Professionalism, effectiveness and work 

efficiency of the ADM (BAAK) section  
• There are not many lecturers with doctoral 

degrees and those who are already Lectors  
• Lack of comparative studies outside the 

campus as an effort to develop the 
lecturer's self.  

• Do not have a business incubator (became 
the mainstay of Entrepreneurship output) 

Opportunities Threats 
• KKM promises ease of opening new study 

programs. 
• KKM promises ease of higher education 

accreditation system  
• KKM gives students the right to study for 

three semesters outside the study 
program.  

• Student centered learning in KKM provides 
opportunities for them to develop their own 
creativity, innovation, personality, and 
needs.  

• Era 4.0 predicts the potential for human 
resource development in anticipation of 
global competition.  

• YPPI support for the progress of IBS  
• The attractiveness of prospective students 

to IBS is specific and distinctive.  

• Indication of fatigue when handling KKM 
students in Semester 6 (3rd year) 

• The balance of the number of students 
leaving and entering 

• Experimental learning of interests and 
talents outside the study program has the 
potential to prolong student graduation. 

• Social collaborations to find out real 
problems in the community are lacking. 

• difficulty in handling administration of 
students who move from one study program 
to another, or even from one campus to 
another. 

• the standard of assessment varies from one 
university to another. 

• Students actually will not be free to choose 
courses, because there must be an 



Journal of Islamic Economics Lariba (2022) vol. 8 iss. 1 | 137  

• The new normal post-pandemic has the 
potential to successfully implement KKM 
STIE IBS  

• Opportunities for additional industrial 
cooperation and fellow education units 
(SP) will be higher 

understanding of the introduction of 
courses in a particular study program. 
Another challenge is that graduates' 
competencies are becoming more 
generalist and less specific in their 
knowledge. 

• The disparity in the quality of higher 
education in Indonesia is still very high. 

 
 Economic, social, and cultural changes continue to accelerate, universities must be 

responsive in responding to this and carry out various learning transformations to equip and 

prepare graduates who are superior, competent, cultured, and have character and are able to 

face the challenges of the times. The Merdeka Campus curriculum responds to these challenges, 

but various universities have different SWOT points according to their respective conditions. 

Small-scale universities tend to see this as a threat where the level of competition with large 

campuses becomes much higher. 

DISCUSSION 

 
Several challenges found that have to tackles altogether amongst stakeholders such as 

regulators (Ministry of Religion/Kemenag, Indonesia Waqf Board/BWI, Ministry of Education and 

Culture/Kemendikbud); Practitioners (Public and Private Nazirs); Academicians (Universities and 

College). Types of challenges such as i) Educator capacity in terms of waqf knowledge; ii) Lack 

of human resources from the practitioners to undertake massive socialization; iii) Government 

Commitment related to Waqf Curriculum; iv) Lack of Millennials waqf Literacy and awareness; 

and v) Lack of waqf movement. According to the finding above, a Focused Grouped Discussion 

(FGD) and in-depth interviews are formulated several kinds of innovation of Waqf Andragogy 

Amidst ‘Kampus Merdeka’ Era as follows.   

 
1. Reshaping of National Standard Waqf Curriculum 

 

Political will and commitment from the government as policy maker as a must. BWI 

has formulated a national standard waqf curriculum, starting from elementary school and 

mainly for university level. The government's commitment determines whether or not the 

waqf curriculum will be implemented in the world of education. This formulation was 

prepared based on input from curriculum experts and waqf science experts from universities 

that have zakat, infaq, alms, and waqf (Ziswaf) study programs. The formulation was then 

submitted to the Ministry of Religious and Affairs (Kemenag) and the Ministry of Education 

and Culture (Kemendikbud). The effort of iincreasing the proportion waqf curriculum that 

strongly embedded with the main body of university curriculum is highly appropriate. 

In Indonesia, Islamic Economic has made significant progress over the years 

(Ghoniyah & Hartono, 2020). Waqf is an important feature of Islamic Economics that needs 

to be improved, particularly in higher education institutions. Apparently, many undergraduate 
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students do not understand deeply, particularly various types of contemporary waqf and its 

mechanism. Efforts to implement the waqf curriculum nationally in the higher education 

level, require a commitment of stakeholders such as government, universities, waqf 

practitioners and students. It determines whether or not the waqf curriculum will be 

implemented in the educational environment. 

Beautiful collaboration among Indonesia Waqf Board, Ministry of Religious and 

Affairs, Ministry of Education is needed. Waqf material in the university curriculum, which 

when the portion was still small, must be enlarged so that it is nationally standardized. The 

material formulation that prepared based on input from curriculum experts and university 

waqf experts that have zakat, infaq, alms, and waqf (ziswaf) study programs, then submitted 

to the Ministry of Religious and Affairs and the Ministry of Education and Culture for further 

analysis. It needs real action to execute the standardized syllabus and also essential that 

detailed curricula of the waqf training or workshop should be brought to the university 

curriculum in order to re-shaping of national standard. 

 

2. Relevant Movement of Waqf Literacy  

 

In terms of waqf literacy, Indonesia is classified as low, it is 50.48 score, consisting 

of a literacy value for basic waqf understanding of 57.67 and a literacy value for advanced 

literacy waqf understanding of 37.97. It is also indicated that waqf literacy needs to be 

improved in the higher education level. The understanding of basic knowledge of waqf is 

urgent since most of university is need it in order to balance between general economic 

literacy and Islamic Social finance. This is in line with (Muthiah et al, 2021) that waqf literacy 

index is at a low level and (Napitupulu et al, 2021) state that only 13 provinces had moderate 

waqf literacy indexes, and the rest were in a low category from 32 provinces overall. Thus, in 

order to support waqf literacy, waqf socialization program that can be improve its 

implementation are 'waqf goes to campus' campaign, selection of waqf ambassador, 

millennial stock waqf programs, internship program on waqf institutions, and other relevant 

potential programs.  

In order to support the Indonesia Waqf Board along with relevant stakeholders, the 

above agendas should and consistently promoted in the context of a regular event. 

Especially the 'waqf goes to campus’ program, it must be held periodically in the larger area. 

Socialization activity to students at several campuses that results were satisfying, must 

continue better understanding of waqf. Furthermore, it can improve the public interest in the 

waqf sector as one of the Islamic finance instruments. The appropriate curriculum to provide 

education consistently can strengthen Islamic pious endowment in Indonesia.  

 

3. Link and Match of Waqf Education with the DUDI 

 

Dunia Kerja - Dunia Industri (DUDI) interpreted as waqf at the level of practice in the 

real field. Meanwhile, Waqf development ecosystem is not only includes literacy and 

education, nazir governance, digitization, and optimization of management. The adjustment 
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of Waqf education in the university level with the Waqf DUDI is strongly required. Thus, linking 

and matching of both sectors is absolute way, it can increase the level of waqf inclusion. 

Waqf internship and Thematic Community Service Program (Thematic CSP) as 

appropriate programs to implement the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ target. Even it is similar to the 

basics of the Islamic Economics curriculum. In Indonesia, there are many waqf institutions 

as nazirs both governments and private waqf institutions. These are advantages for students 

in order to deepen their knowledge and skill by engaging the numerous nazirs existed. 

Moreover, beyond the thematic internship and Thematic CSP, practical waqf in the university, 

could be established namely the Mini-Nazir program. This is crucial in terms of skill 

improvement although inside of campus scope to encourage lecturers and students as waqif 

and nazir.   

 

 

4. IT and Waqf Digital Engagement 

 

Currently, the role of information technology (IT) and digital cannot be separated from 

the andragogy of waqf innovations. Technology has driven the rapid flow of information. 

Quality of andragogy waqf is mixed with digitalization. IT and digital technology strives to 

guide student to credible literary sources waqf matter. The platform namely "Ummah 

Literacy" for instance, is a digital platform that tries to encourage people to get accurate 

information. Absolutely, there is a need for innovation and technology that would make it 

easier for people to make waqf contributions. Finally, the innovation of Andragogy waqf 

during ‘Kampus Merdeka’ era will strengthen social solidarity and increase welfare. There is 

also optimism for the development of national education through the implementation of waqf 

within the university scope. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In accordance with the research objectives, this study found that the strong side of 

innovation in the implementation of the KKM is absolutely necessary because it is a conceptually 

focused on students (Student Center Learning) with a higher success target for graduates than 

the previous curriculum. STIE IBS is a campus that has indeed implemented values that have 

accommodated Hard skills and soft skills through conceptual learning and also a portion of 

work practice in the world of large Industry and industrial synchronization has long been applied 

this college. By its culture, value added and all available resources is ready to implement KKM 

and has high optimism to succeed. Furthermore, this study has revealed that Waqf stakeholders 

identified several innovative methods in the form of creative implementation such as Reshaping 

of National Standard Waqf Curriculum, Link and Match of Waqf Education with the Waqf DUDI, 

Waqf Literacy Relevant Movement and IT and Waqf Digital Engagement. Nevertheless, there are 

some challenges that have to tackles altogether such as educator capacity and the lack of 

human resources from the practitioner to undertake massive socialization to the adult learner. 
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Future research that focuses on emphasizing the capacity building of waqf human resources is 

needed. 

The findings need to be supported with broaden comparison with other similar institutions 

to come up with more rich perspectives of waqf andragogy regarding to 'Kampus Merdeka' 

curriculum's implementation. Based on the aims of study that provide the innovative 

andragogical formulation for higher education institutions regarding the ‘Kampus Merdeka’ 

enforcement and also to explore the breakthroughs in terms of waqf curriculum by 

academicians in universities during the KKM era, this research result could be implemented in 

the high-er education institution that teach waqf and other instruments of Islamic Social Finance 

(ISF) as one of subjects in the Islamic Economic curriculum. 
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